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On The Cover: Alabama Head Football Coach 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Mike DuBose hopes to show considerable im- 


provement in the won-lost record in 1998. A big 


step in that quest is spring practice, which begins 
N i = N | in mid-March. See Page 12. 
Kent Gidley Photo 


Football Recruiting: 
Alabama Adds An Excellent Group 6 


It takes good football players to have a good football team. Alabama took another step in the right di- 
rection with an exceptional football recruiting class. Here’s a look at the latest members of the 


Crimson Tide. by Craig Threlkeld 
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Alabama Adds An Excellent Group 


by Craig Threlkeld 


Here’s a look at Bama’s 
latest football signees 


hile last season was not the ideal 
way to begin his head coaching ca- 
reer, Alabama Head Coach Mike 


DuBose saw signs that his first signing class 
will eventually pay dividends. Many 1997 
newcomers were forced into action due to in- 
jury and an overall lack of depth due to the 
previous scholarship restrictions, showing fu- 
ture recruits that there is room for a young- 
ster or two lo come in and contribute quickly 
at The Capstone. 

As with last season, Alabama harvested a 
tremendous crop of in-state and out-of-state 
prospects. Tide recruiters did well in many 
other states and in the junior college market. 
The Tide signed a total of 30 new football 
players, one in December and 29 on Signing 
Day, February 4. 

This year’s signing class included a large 
number of teammates, including junior col- 
lege stars Canary Knight and Miguel Merritt 
of City College of San Francisco, and prep 
standouts Marvin Constant and Terry Jones, 
Jr. of Tuscaloosa Central, Sam Collins and 
Luke Tucker of Fayette County, Damien Jones 
and Marico Portis of Prichard Vigor, and 
Shontua Ray and Ray Marshall of Montevallo. 

There were also some blood connections in 
the recruiting class. Terry Jones, Jr. is the son 
of a former Bama All-America, Johnovan 
Morgan is the half brother of former Tide star 
Derrick Thomas, Cornelius Griffin is the 
cousin of Alabama receiver Quincy Jackson, 
and Tucker is the brother of just-graduated 
Tide quarterback Lance Tucker. 

Griffin is one of six junior college transfers 
in the class, an unusually high number for 
Alabama. But as Bama Head Coach Mike 
DuBose explained, the effects of NCAA sanc- 
tions that limited Bama recruiting for two 
years left the Tide with a very small junior 
class, only 10 scholarshipped players before 
the addition of the junior college performers. 

DuBose was obviously pleased with the re- 
cruiting class. He said, “This recruiting class 
is the second step to getting The University 
of Alabama back to where we were before 
scholarships were reduced. We are very 


pleased and excited about the potential of 


this class. On paper, they look outstanding, 
but we will have to wail a couple of years be- 
fore we know how good it is. We are encour- 
aged with this group, however, that we have 
met some of the needs for our 1998 team, I 
would also like to say how proud | am of this 
staff and the way they handled the recruiting 
process from evaluation through signing. 
They have done an outstanding job and the 
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challenge now is to work harder than ever to 
ensure that we take that third step with next 
year’s recruiting class.” 

He added that because of the recruiting 
sanctions, “] thought it would take three 
good years of recruiting to get back, We had a 
good year last year and now this year. So the 
key is to have another good year next year.” 

DuBose said he thought that the in-state 
prospects this year were a strong group, Bama 
signed 12 high school players from within 
the state and probably planned to offer no 
more than 16 scholarships. Two players re- 
cruited by Bama signed with Auburn, one 
with Tennessee and one with Southern Miss. 

In addition to dominating in Alabama, 
Bama signed four of the top 11 players in 
Tennessee and two of the top five in 
Mississippi. 

DuBose said he had been reluctant to dis- 
cuss the class with the press “because | don't 
want Lo put undue pressure on them. I'd 
rather let their actions do the talking.” 


Nevertheless, he said he thought that all of 


the signees would have a chance to help in 
the lirst game of the 1998 season against 
BYU, “We felt we needed to sign players who 
could make an impact,” he said. 

He added that all of the signees would not 
make an impact against BYU. In the [first 
place, only 25 new players can be brought in 
on scholarship. DuBose said, “We have a 
plan. | hope all 30 can make it (academical- 
ly), but only 25 can come in. And if they do 
(all qualify), then five guys know what the 
situation is.” He said that up to five would be 
re-signed in 1999. Any of them could come 
in this fall and pay their own way, he said, 

DuBose said he [elt it helped the recruiting ef- 
fort to have a number of players commit early, 
“It helped who they were, too,” he added. 

DuBose said that his recruiting philosophy 
might continue to include a number of junior 
college players, although he would only take 
junior college players he thought could come 
in and start. He also said it was his philoso- 
phy to sign at least one quarterback a year. 
And he said Alabama would be expanding its 
recruiting boundaries. He said a goal that had 
been reached this year was to sign bigger, 
more athletic offensive linemen; bigger and 
faster defensive linemen; and faster skill posi- 
tion players. 

He noted that Ronnie Cottrell would take 
over as recruiting coordinator beginning the 
day following Signing Day. 

This class is receiving high marks from the 
so-called experts. Here are some examples: 

“We have Alabama as the number [our- 
ranked team following signing,” said Tom 
Lemming. “This is the best class Alabama has 
had in a long time. Alabama filled needs at 
every position. This is the kind of class that 
will lead Bama well into the next century. The 
Tide had great success in Alabama, 
Mississippi and around the region.” 


Forrest Davis said, “Talking about this re- 
cruiting class as a whole, this Alabama class 
is the most highly-rated class in this decade, | 
am sure that it will be rated in the top five na- 
tionally and in the end has a chance to be 
number one in the SEC, or at least, one of the 
top two in the SEC,” 

Bill Buchalter of the Orlando Sentinel said, 
“Alabama has experienced a rebirth of 
recruiting domination in the Southeast. They 
appear to be in line for a top five recruiting 
class after revamping philosophies and as- 
sembling an energized, speed-oriented group 
of signees. Coach DuBose has gathered an ex- 
cellent recruiting staff.” 

Bobby Burton of the National Recruiting 
Advisor said, “From one through ten, this 
class compared with any team in the nation. 
Its filled with impact players and that's what 
Alabama needed, guys who could come in 
and play, especially at certain positions like 
defensive line, receiver and quarterback. They 
also had to find some guys who would pro- 
vide depth on the offensive line and at 
linebacker. What makes a great recruiting 
class are top-notch prospects and a team fill- 
ing its biggest needs for the future, That's 
what the Alabama coaching staff was able to 
accomplish this year, and that’s no small feat.” 

An oddity of this recruiting year is that a 
top prospect sought by Alabama and 
Arkansas elected to sign with small-time 
Arkansas State. Jonathan Adams, a prep All- 
America running back, picked the school 
closest to his hometown of Osceola, 
Arkansas, over Bama and the Razorbacks. 

Here, in alphabetical order, is a look at the 
newest members of the the Crimson Tide 
football team: 


L= Baxley, Offensive Lineman, 6-7, 


255, Waynesboro, Georgia. Character- 

ized by many recruiting experts as a 
lineman with exceptional technique, Baxley 
was a three-year starter for Burke County. Big 
and tall, Baxley has a frame that could hold 
up to 300 pounds without losing his athleti- 
cism. A solid pass blocker due to his long 
arms, Lanis moves well with outstanding 
footwork and agility. A first-team selection on 
Georgia’ AAA all-state team, Baxley graded 
out at 80 percent for the season at left guard. 
With a bench press of 250, Baxley chose 
Alabama over Virginia, Ole Miss, South 
Carolina and Central Florida. He has been se- 
lected to play for Georgia in the Florida- 
Georgia All-Star Game. 

Marvin Brown, Fullback, 6-0, 245, 
Hyattsville, Maryland. Rated by some as the 
top fullback prospect on the East Coast, 
Brown is a picture of hard work. Marvin 
began his career at DeMatha High as a 270- 
pound offensive lineman who averaged 16 
“pancake” blocks per game, and earned all- 
conference honors at that position as a junior. 
Following his junior season Brown trimmed 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH ‘98 


Baxley 
down to 245 and garnered all-state honors at 
fullback. In one season at fullback Brown 
recorded 111 carries for 927 yards and 12 
rushing TDs, along with nine receptions for 
85 yards. Brown's best game as a senior came 
against rival Gonzaga, rushing 13 times for 
148 yards and three touchdowns, Marvin's 
game is one characterized as extremely physi- 
cal, called a “prototype fullback” and “one of 
the most devastating blockers imaginable.” 
Born in Alabama, Brown chose Bama over 
Virginia Tech, Pittsburgh, Indiana and Illinois. 

Sam Collins, Wide Receiver, 6-2, 185, 
Fayette, Precision, Sure-handed. Good speed. 
All descriptions of one of the most successful 
receivers in Alabama High School history, 
Collins finished his three-year career at 
Fayette County with four Alabama receiving 
records and is considered by most to possess 
the ability to play for the Tide as a freshman. 
“I've grown up an Alabama fan all of my life 
and always dreamed of playing there. 
Alabama was the place | always wanted to 
be,” he said. An Alabama Sports Writers 
Association and Birmingham News all-state 
selection, Collins recorded 3,844 career yards 
to set an all-time mark, along with breaking 
his own single-season mark with 1,574 yards 
in 97, As a junior he snared 59 passes for 
1,476 yards and 15 touchdowns. With 34 ca- 
reer touchdowns, he set the single-game 
yardage record with 298 yards against 
Pleasant Grove and tied another with five 
touchdown receptions. In '97 Sam averaged 
131.2 yards receiving per game from fellow 
signee Luke Tucker and the duo helped 
Fayette County win back-to-back state titles. 
A member of the Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 
list, Collins chose Bama over Florida State, 
Auburn, Tennessee, Mississippi State, 
Kentucky and Vanderbilt, 

Marvin Constant, Linebacker, 6-3, 257, 
Tuscaloosa. Constant represents a pleasant 
problem for Alabama coaches, Big, strong and 
fast, Marvin's physical presence could fill in ei- 
ther of the prototype of Tide fullbacks and 
linebackers. At Central of Tuscaloosa Constant 
began his senior campaign at runningback but 
moved to linebacker in mid-season and record- 
ed 33 solo tackles and 29 assists in four games. 
At fullback Constant rushed 88 times for 522 
yards as a senior. Constant missed much of his 
junior season due to an arm injury but still 
managed five touchdowns for Coach Buzz 
Busby and the Falcons. Termed “the South's 
most physical player” by some, Marvin was a 
member of the Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16, the 
Atlanta Journal's Super Southern 100 squad and 
was a PrepStar All-America selection prior to 
his senior season. Possessing the speed (under 
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4.5 in the 40) and strength to play on either 
side of the ball, Marvin bench presses +20 
pounds and squats 600. He entered the 1999 
track season as the defending shot put champi- 
on, after successfully defending his tide in the 
indoor championships, and also throws the dis- 
cus. Marvin chose Alabama over Florida, 
Victor Ellis, Linebacker, 6-3, 210, Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee. Alabama will ask Ellis to 
make an adjustment when he comes to The 
Capstone. A prep safety, Ellis will most likely 
be moved to outside linebacker due to his 
quickness and skill. A big hitter with good 
closing speed, Victor recorded 79 tackles and 
intercepted five passes at safety, but the 
linebacker position is not entirely foreign to 
Ellis. His best numbers came against Columbia 
Central, when he tallied 19 tackles from mid- 
dle linebacker. In two seasons Ellis recorded 
164 tackles and 10 interceptions. With 23.2 
speed in the 200 meters, Ellis also played tight 
end on offense for Red Bank. Selected as 
Tennessee’s 11th best prospect by the 
Knoxville News-Sentinel, Bama stole this hon- 
orable mention 5A pick away from the Vols. 


hmaad Galloway, Runningback, 6-0, 
Ax Millington, Tennessee. Much of 

the rhetoric surrounding Galloway is 
reminiscent of what was said of Emmit Smith 
early in his collegiate career. Ahmaad is ‘tough 
between the tackles,” or “a good combination 
of size, speed and power” and “He will pound 
and pound and then break a long one.” One 
of the South’s finest runningbacks and the 
best senior runner in Tennessee, Galloway 
rushed for 1,935 yards and 23 touchdowns as 
a senior. Couple that with a junior season of 
2,172 yards and 25 TDs and you have a dis- 
irict MVP and 5A all-state selection, Galloway 
ended his career with many of the Millington 
records previously held by current Colorado 
Buffalo Marvin Barnes. “I went down to 
Tuscaloosa in the [all for a visit and fell in love 
with the school,” Galloway said. “I decided 
that I would go ahead and commit early be- 
cause that was what I felt in my heart. There 
was no reason to look anywhere else. Alabama 
is a school with a lot of tradition, especially 
for good runningbacks, and I feel like I can 
come in and contribute right away. If a back 
goes to Alabama, he knows he’s going to get a 
chance to run the football.” Part of Galloway's 
success is due to his ability to keep his pads 
squared to the line of scrimmage, along with 
his durability and intelligence. Ahmaad was 
the Knoxville News-Sentinel's eighth-best 
prospect in the Volunteer state, Player of the 
Year in West Tennessee, and on the Atlanta 
Journal's Super Southern 100 team, 


Constant Ellis 


Gilbert 


Galloway 

Darius Gilbert, Linebacker, 6-2, 210, 
Oxford. Probably the most versatile athlete in 
this year’s class, Gilbert played nine different 
positions for Oxford in his career, Darius is 
considered one of the country’ top lineback- 
ers and Alabama's best, coming off a senior 
season in which he tallied 120 solo tackles, 
five interceptions and six sacks. While Gilbert 
cited staying close to home as a major reason 
for choosing Alabama, his coach, Robert 
Herring, said much more. “Darius is a yes-sir, 
no-sir kind of kid and a great worker,” said 
Herring. “He was a leader for Oxford in foot- 
ball, basketball and baseball.” Gilbert was al- 
ways around the ball, also seeing action at 
wide receiver and blocking four kicks, includ- 
ing two PATs. Many recruiters saw Gilbert as a 
ferocious hitter who can dominate a game 
from the linebacker position with defensive 
back speed. As a junior Darius recorded 135 
tackles, eight sacks, nine interceptions, and 
three fumble recoveries on defense along with 
five receptions for 130 yards and one TD. 
Gilbert was also a member of the Yellow 
Jacket baseball team, hitting .350 with eight 
home runs and posting a 6-3 record as a 
pitcher. Honors abounded for Gilbert, includ- 
ing membership to the Tuscaloosa News Sweet 
16, Birmingham News Super All-State and the 
Birmingham Post-Herald 10 Most Wanted lists. 

Cornelius Griffin, Defensive Lineman, 6-4, 
280, Brundidge (Pearl River Junior College). 
Originally from Brundidge, Griffin starred for 
two seasons lor Pearl River Junior College. As 
a sophomore, he earned JUCO All-America 
honors with 85 tackles and seven sacks. Bama 
won out over Auburn for Griffin. Griffin 
doesn't have many problems on the football 
field, but he has struggled a bit in the class- 
room. He spent last year out of football at- 
tempting to gain academic eligibility and is re- 
ported now to be taking courses at Troy State 
University in hopes of being eligible in August. 

Damien Jones, Athlete, 5-9, 185, Prichard. 
Generally regarded as one of the top athletes in 
the South, Jones could play a variety of posi- 
lions for Bama. As a quarterback Jones led 
Vigor to a 9-2 season in "97, rushing for more 
than 700 yards and passing for 600. He and 
fellow signee Tyler Watts of Pelham found 
themselves in a playoff shootout last season, as 
Jones rushed for 228 yards and passed for an- 
other 100. Jones did a little bit of everything in 
1997, as he connected on a 36-yard field goal, 
6-ol-6 PATs and punted for an average of 38,0 
yards. As a junior he rushed for 974 yards with 
18 TDs and passed for another 1,464 and 10 
TDs. Jones will also play baseball for Alabama, 
hitting 500 with 35-of-35 stolen bases as a se- 
nior. Damien is regarded as a high draft possi- 
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Griffin D. Jones 

bility in June's Major League Baseball dralt, 
due in part to his state-record 67 consecutive 
stolen bases. Most recruiting guides rate him 
very high and he earned membership to the 
Tuscaloosa News’ Sweet 16 list. Jones chose 
Bama over Auburn and Tennessee. 

Terry Jones, Jr., Tight End, 6-4, 245, 
Tuscaloosa, Another hopeful two-sport ath- 
lete for Alabama, the son of current Bama 
strength and conditioning Coach Terry Jones 
is a rare athlete. Playing only one year of prep 
football (his junior year), Terry earned 6A all- 
stale honors from the defensive end position, 
A knee injury slowed him in basketball in '97 
and that will be a concern for football coach- 
es in the fall. Considered a real sleeper be- 
cause he did not play football as a senior, 
there is no question about his athleticism. “I 
wanted to go to Alabama and play football 
and basketball,” Jones said. “As the year went 
on, I started to miss football a lot. I still sup- 
ported the team, and this is the toughest year 
I've ever had, but | will grow with it. | wanted 
to keep an open mind about things, but 
Alabama was always in the back of my 
mind.” Good size, strength, quickness and 
speed enable TJ. to transfer his abilities be- 
tween the gridiron and the hardcourt, As a 
junior he recorded 85 tackles, two sacks, 
three interceptions and 18 quarterback pres- 
sures, In basketball as a junior, he averaged 
16.0 points and eight rebounds for the 
Falcons, and his prep hoops coach, Roosevelt 
Sanders, calls Jones “Charles Barkley with a 
good attitude.” Terry topped the list of The 
Birmingham News preseason Super Seniors in 
basketball and was courted by UAB, Indiana, 


Alabama and Auburn. Other qualities of 


Jones as a tight end include very good hands 
and excellent jumping ability. 

Canary Knight, Defensive End, 6-4, 245, 
Tallahassee, Florida (City College of San 
Francisco). Pass rushing with quickness is 
one of Knights strongest attributes. As a se- 
nior at City College, Knight recorded 96 tack- 
les, 15 lor losses, seven sacks, four blocked 
field goals and a 90-yard interception return 
for a TD. He led his team to an 11-1 record as 
a senior and 10-1 as a freshman. Recruited as 
a defensive end, Knight has the speed of a 
linebacker which makes him dangerous 
around the line of scrimmage. He was an All- 
Golden State pick last season for Coach 
George Rush, “I prayed about it and knew it 
was a great decision,” said Knight. “Coach 
Cottrell had recruited me for Florida State, so 
| knew him since high school and trusted 
him.” Knight admitted that he considered re- 
turning to FSU, but chose Alabama over the 
Seminoles along with Ohio State, Washington 
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State, Arizona State and Calilornia. 
Eric Locke, Athlete, 5-9, 185, 
Mutrlreesboro, Tennessee. Recruiters say that 
Locke will immediately remind fans of former 
Tide standout and current Minnesota Viking 
David Palmer. Another of this class’ versatile 
athletes, Locke can play runningback, wide- 
out or quarterback and spark an offense. He 
was a three-time 5A all-state selection and 
was 5A Mr. Football in the Volunteer state as 
a junior and senior. A three-year starter at 
quarterback, Locke's record at Murfreesboro 
was an amazing 52-5, 40-5 as the starting 
quarterback with a state championship in 
1997. Offensively, Locke amassed career 
numbers of 7,249 yards and 95 touchdowns, 
while on defense he tallied 40 tackles and one 
interception as a senior. Honors included 
membership to the PrepStar Dream Team, the 
Adanta Journals Super Southern 100 and Jeff 
Whitaker's Southeastern Top 50, In addition 
Locke was ranked the number three prospect 
in Tennessee by the Knoxville News-Sentinel 
and was USA Today’ number one pick from 
the state. Eric’s father, Richard, played for 
Memphis State. Locke chose Bama over 
Tennessee, Ohio State, North Carolina, Notre 
Dame and Vanderbilt. 


enric Lott, Olfensive Lineman, 6-5, 
ke Blackshear, Georgia (Jones 

Community College), Expectations will 
be high for this big man from Jones Junior 
College. Called the “best offensive lineman in 
the country this season” by several publica- 
tions, Lott was easily one of the top 30 JUCO 
players and many feel he has the look of a fu- 
ture NFL prospect. Possessing long arms and 
great blocking ability, Lott has the agility and 
aggressiveness to play either guard or tackle. 
He is good as either a pass or run blocker, and 
his JUCO Coach Parker Dykes says “Kenric 
was the best offensive lineman in the 
Mississippi Junior College league this year. He 
has the potential to be an excellent SEC player 
and a future NFL draft pick.” Lott was a mem- 
ber of The Florida Times Union Super 24 as a 
prep senior, coached by Bill Thombs. 

Ray Marshall, Offensive Lineman, 6-3, 310, 
Montevallo. Marshall has all of the tools to 
develop into a very good lineman at Alabama. 
Not as well known as some others in his 
class, Marshall was one reason classmate 
Shontua Ray amassed more than 4,000 yards 
over the past two seasons. He graded out at 
91 percent as a senior and was ranked the 
number three offensive line prospect in the 
state of Alabama. Despite playing for only 
two seasons, Marshall garnered all-state hon- 
ors as a senior. Montevallo Coach Eddie 
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Williams says Marshall's potential is worth 
the risk. “I don't want to use the word project 
because Ray is farther along than that,” 
Williams said. “He’s got great size and he's 
only been playing football for two years. His 
footwork is good because he played basket- 
ball, and while a lot of people came to see us 
because of Shontua, they were all impressed 
with Ray as well.” As a prep he was a good 
two-way player for Montevallo, possessing 
good balance, quickness and footwork. Pass 
protection is his strongest attribute. Ray 
chose Alabama over Ole Miss, Mississippi 
State and Southern Miss. 

Miguel Merrit, Defensive Back, 6-2, 210, 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky (City College of San 
Francisco). Merritt is another player in this 
class which possesses speed for several posi- 
tions, A first-team JUCO All-America, Miguel 
picked off seven passes in ‘97, along with 
posting eight quarterback sacks and scoring 
three touchdowns. A good-sized strong safety, 
Merritt is an excellent hitter who has the 
speed of a cornerback with linebacker size. 
Although Merritt played strong safety at 
CCSF, don't overlook him as a contender at 
outside linebacker for the Tide. “I chose 
Alabama because | liked the Alabama coaches 
a lot,” Merritt said. “I really got along with 
the players and they have a great tradition. 
Being from the South, | knew all about 
Alabama.” A teammate of Canary Knight at 
City College, Coach George Rush has pre- 
pared him well for the next level. "Miguel is a 
great instinctive player,” Rush said. “It's rare 
that a non-linebacker wins the Defensive 
Player of the Year in the Golden State 
Conference, He was truly a first-team All- 
America.” Merritt chose Alabama over 
Arizona State, Indiana, and Cincinnati. 

Freddie Milons, Wide Receiver, 5-11, 177, 
Starkville, Mississippi. Probably one of the 
biggest play-makers in this class, 
Unanimously one of the finest offensive play- 
ers in the nation, he tallied nearly 2,000 yards 
and 30 TDs at receiver while passing for more 
than 1,500 yards and 14 scores at quarterback 
for Coach Chuck Friend. With his offensive 
numbers of 3,493 yards and ++ TDs, Freddie 
was a SuperPrep National 50 player along 
with Mississippi's top prep quarterback. 
Milons could see considerable action as a 
lreshman, on either side of the ball as receiver 
or defensive back due to incredible quickness 
and instincts. “Alabama was the place where I 
felt most comfortable,” Milons said. “I prayed 
over it and talked it over with my family and 
we felt like this was the best decision.” He 
was named Mississippis player of the year by 
several publications and also averaged 10.9 
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points per game as point guard for Starkville. 
In his spare time, Milons participated in the 
100 meter and 4X100 meter relay team in 
track. He earned membership to the Atlanta 
Journals Super Southern 100, USA Today sec- 
ond-team All-America and Jeff Whitaker 
Top 50 lists. His high school coach said that 
Milons “is an athlete who can do it all and do 
anything you ask well.” Freddie comes from 
an athletic family, as his father played base- 
ball at Jackson State, and his older sisters, 
Cynthia and Anita, play basketball at 
Mississippi State and Ole Miss, respectively. 
Milons bench presses about 260-270 pounds 
and squats 360, and has been compared by 
some to Alabama cornerback Deshea 
Townsend. Milons picked Bama over 
Tennessee and Florida. 

Mario Monds, Defensive Lineman, 6-5, 
340, Fort Pierce, Florida (Hutchinson 
(Kansas) Community College). Monds could 
be one answer to the Tide's lack of depth on 
the defensive line. A very good run-stopper, 
Mario made 65 tackles, 18 stops behind the 
line of scrimmage and sacked opposing quar- 
terbacks seven times for Hutchinson and 
Coach Marvin Harrell. Strength is one of his 
biggest assets, as he holds the Hutchinson 
record for the bench press (425) and incline 
press (365). His position coach at 
Hutchinson, Brian Yauger, says Monds is for 
real. “He's no project. He can come in and 
play right away,” said Yauger. Monds has 
been considered a top player since his prep 
days for Coach Wendell Early at Fort Pierce's 
Westwood High. Mario chose Bama over 
Oklahoma State. 

Johnovan Morgan, Tight End, 6-4, 265, 
Miami, Florida. A versatile athlete who can 
play either tight end or defensive end, 
Morgan will likely see the most action at tight 
end at the collegiate level. As a junior at pow- 
erful Carol City High School, Morgan record- 
ed 10 receptions for 250 yards receiving and 
three touchdowns, then as a senior split time 
on offense and defense. Great blocking skills 
will place him at tight end, Morgan is the half 
brother of former Tide standout and NFL Pro 
Bowler Derrick Thomas. 

Aries Monroe, Linebacker, 6-3, 240, 
Tallahassee, Florida. Last season Bama picked 
the Sunshine State for linebacker Travis 
Carroll, and this season Monroe could be an- 
other winner. Although Monroe is being re- 
cruited as a linebacker, he was considered 
one of the South’s best defensive end 
prospects alter recording 150 tackles and a 
school record 29 career quarterback sacks 
over the last two years. In addition, he also 
pressured opposing quarterbacks 12 times, 
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Myles 
caused four fumbles and recovered two. A 5A 
all-star for Coach Mark Freely and Godby 
High School, Monroe was also a member of 
the Orlando Sentinel’s Super 24 squad and 
rates highly by most recruiting publications. 
Noted as having “Dwayne Rudd capabilities,” 
he chose the Tide over Virginia Tech, 
Syracuse, Florida and Florida State. 

Kindal Moorehead, Defensive Lineman, 6-4, 
284, Memphis, Tennessee. As if the Crimson 
Tide didn’t rob the Volunteer state enough, 
things got worse when this big man inked with 
Alabama. Considered the top prospect in 
Tennessee and the number one defensive end 
in the South, Moorehead played defensive line 
and linebacker for Memphis Melrose. “The tra- 
dition at Alabama was what won me over,” said 
Moorehead. “Especially the defensive tradition 
is great. You look at the guys they have had 
there. That was a big factor. They've got it all 
down there. | just want to step in and be a part 
of that tradition.” As a junior Moorehead 
recorded 110 solo tackles, 66 assists with 21 
sacks, seven fumbles caused and two intercep- 
tions. As a prep senior he followed with 160 
tackles including 114 solos, 21 sacks, three 
fumble recoveries, two fumbles caused and one 
interception. He helped lead Melrose to a state 
championship as a junior following an unde- 
feated regular season in 1996, Gifted with great 
size and speed, Kindal has the ability to be a 
dominating rush end in college. He earned 
membership to many preseason all star teams 
including PrepStar Dream Team, SuperPrep 
Dream Team All-America, the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel number one prospect in Tennessee, the 
Atlanta Journal’s Super Southern 100, Jeff 
Whitaker's Southeastern Top 50 and was con- 
sidered the top defensive player in the 
Southeast by Forest Davis. This 3A all-state se- 
lection chose Alabama over Tennessee. 


eggie Myles, Defensive Back, 6-0, 180, 
Bescon Mississippi. To bolster a 

hinned out secondary, the Tide simply 
went out and got the best cover cornerback in 
the South. A SuperPrep National 50 player, 
Myles could be an impact player for the Tide 
very soon. As a return man, Myles averaged 
22.9 yards on punt returns and 49.5 yards on 
kickoff returns as a senior for Coach James 
Kelley. Reggie was named to the Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger’s Dandy Dozen list and the 
Adanta Journal’s Super Southern 100 team 
after posting a 20 yard return average with 
touchdowns of 42 and 68 yards as a junior. A 
favorite of most recruiting publications as 
well, defensively Myles posted 81 tackles, four 
interceptions (two for touchdowns), 10 pass 
breakups and one blocked field goal as a ju- 
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nior, As a senior he tallied 66 tackles, picked 
off four passes and broke up 10 more. He pos- 
sesses wonderful athleticism, good hands, 
quickness and the instincts that define a true 
cornerback. Also a baseball player, Reggie hit 
396 as a senior with four home runs. Myles 
comes from an athletic family, as his brother, 
Jimmy, played football for Mississippi State 
from 1991-94 and his father was a defensive 
end at Jackson State. For Myles Alabama won 
out over Mississippi State, Southern Miss and 
LSU. 

Marico Portis, Offensive Lineman, 6-3, 297, 
Prichard. Mobility will distinguish Portis 
from his linemen classmates, as his quick feet 
combined with good strength and athleticism 
pushed him to the number two offensive line 
prospect in Alabama. As a senior Portis grad- 
ed 85 percent, dominating the point of attack 
with excellent mobility to play pulling guard, 
his preferred position, Also experienced at 
center, Marico was an all-state selection and a 
USA Today honorable mention All-America. 
“I chose Alabama because | liked all the 
coaching staff,” Portis said. “I also like the 
players and the family type atmosphere made 
me feel comfortable. Plus 1 already knew 
Kelvin Sigler and Chris Samuels, so that 
made it easier.” Portis is considered to be 
equally adept at run and pass blocking, which 
will serve him well with the Tide. A second- 
team all-state pick as a junior, Portis also 
earned membership to the Tuscaloosa News 
Sweet 16 list and the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association's Super 12 team. One of the best 
in Alabama, Portis chose the Crimson Tide 
over Auburn, Florida and FSU. 

Bart Raulston, Offensive Lineman, 6-8, 
320, Sylvania. Meet the state’s number one ol- 
fensive line prospect, who graded out at 88 
percent for his play as a prep senior in '97. A 
lineman of massive size, Raulston joins many 
large linemen in this class from the Southeast. 
There were few All-America teams that didn’t 
include Raulston, as he also earned member- 
ship on the PrepStar Dream Team and 
SuperPrep pre-season all-everything team. A 
tremendous athlete, Raulston bench presses 
360 pounds, squats 525 and has a 27-inch 
vertical leap that aided him as center on 
Sylvania’s basketball team. A class 3A all-state 
selection, most feel he must improve his 
quickness and pass blocking in order to con- 
tribute as expected for the Tide. Along with 
most recruiting publications, Bart also 
checked in as a member of the Tuscaloosa 
News’ Sweet 16 at number seven, The 
Atlanta Journal's Super Southern 100 team, 
and number eight on the Birmingham Post- 
Herald's 10 Most Wanted list. 
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Shontua Ray, Runningback, 5-10, 185, 
Montevallo. Touted as one of the fastest play- 
ers in the Southeast, Ray started four years 
for the Bulldogs and Coach Eddie Williams. 
He finished his prep career as a class 4A all- 
state pick with 6,152 yards rushing and 71 
touchdowns, and his yardage total checks 
him in at number seven on Alabama's all- 
time list. Ray’s speed won him state titles in 
the 100 and 200 meters, posting times of 
10,59 and 21,46 respectively. He plans to use 
his sub 4.4 time in the 40 to run track at The 
Capstone, “I wanted to come to Alabama be- 
cause it's close to home and I feel like | can 
come in and play quickly,” Ray said. As a se- 
nior, Ray rushed for 2,281 yards on 258 car- 
ries in 11 games, averaging 8.8 yards per 
rush with 32 TDs. A SuperPrep All-America, 
Ray also enjoyed membership to The 
Birmingham News’ Super All-Metro team, the 
Tuscaloosa News’ Sweet 16 team and the 
Atlanta Journal's Super Southern 100 team 
and the Birmingham Post-Herald’s 10 Most 
Wanted list. He chose Alabama over Auburn. 

Derek Sanders, Defensive Lineman, 6-5, 
250, Sandersville, Georgia. Like most of his 
classmates, Sanders earned membership to 
many honor lists, including the Tampa 
Tribune's National Top 100 and as a SuperPrep 
All-America selection. A two-year starter for 
Washington County, Derek was considered as 
one of the South’s top 10 defensive tackle 
prospects, using excellent technique and 
quickness olf the ball to devastate opposing 
linemen, A player who could contribute early 
for the Tide, Sanders is also an excellent stu- 
dent. He chose Alabama over Georgia. 

Theo Sanders, Linebacker, 6-3, 215, 
Birmingham. Although Sanders’ name wasn't 
on many lists of the recruiting experts in pre- 
season, he had a terrific senior season and 
played himself into prospect status for 
Shades Valley and Coach Robert 
Higginbothan (a former Alabama standout), 
Sanders has been listed as a potential tight 
end or defensive end as well as linebacker. 
He was an honorable mention Class 6A all- 
state performer as a senior. He has 4.5 speed 
in the 40-yard dash. Sanders picked Bama 
over Southern Miss, Ole Miss and Memphis. 

Luke Tucker, Quarterback, 6-1, 185, 
Fayette. During his senior season, Tucker 
completed 162 of 332 passes for 2,697 yards 
and 22 touchdowns against 12 interceptions, 
completing a career that saw him throw for 
more than 7,400 yards and 53 TDs. Tucker's 
athletic ability was not limited to his passing, 
however, as early in his senior season he ran 
for an 81-yard touchdown against Mountain 
Brook and completed the season with 654 
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yards and 14 TDs rushing. He led Fayette 
County to a 12-2 record in "97 alter earning 
MVP honors and a state championship in the 
class +A playoffs in ‘96. “1 chose Alabama be- 
cause it's close to home, and a lot of people 
get to see Alabama play,” Tucker said. “I’ve 
always been an Alabama fan.” Tucker knows 
the competition will be fierce as three other 
quarterbacks will be waiting, including [el- 
low signee Tyler Watts, “All | can do is go in 
and play as well as | can,” Tucker said. “If I'm 
not the best, then I don’t deserve to play. This 
was not a factor in making my decision.” A 
left-handed pitcher who also wants to play 
baseball for Alabama, he threw a no-hitter 
against Jacksonville in last year’s state play- 
olfs. The number 12 pick on the Tusculoosa 
News’ Sweet 16 team, Luke turned down 
Mississippi State and Kentucky to follow his 
brother Lance to The Capstone. 


yler Watts, Quarterback, 6-3, 205, 

| Pelham, Much pressure is already sur- 
rounding Watts as he prepares to begin 

his career at Alabama. Generally regarded as 
the top quarterback prospect in the South and 
one of the best in the nation, Watts is a pro- 
style passer with total command of his abili- 
ties, A very intelligent quarterback, he also 
has a special combination of size and talent 
that should make him a dominant player for 
Alabama. “I've wanted to play for Alabama 
since I was eight years old, and fortunately 
everything has fallen into place,” Watts said. 
“At one point I really did consider Tennessee 
because Alabama was not moving the football 
under Coach (Gene) Stallings, and Tennessee 
was going a good job at that. But then Coach 
DuBose came in and I don't think the deci- 
sion was really close, | looked at the roster 
and the situation just felt right.” Watts threw 
for more than 1,000 yards in three of his four 
seasons for Coach Rick Rhoades at Pelham, 
completing his career with 6,838 yards, 55 
touchdowns on 519 completions and a 515 
percentage. A SuperPrep and PrepStar All- 
America, he threw for nearly 2,500 yards and 
20 touchdowns against 10 interceptions as a 
senior. In addition, he rushed for 668 yards 
on 131 carries and 14 touchdowns, making 
him a threat both in and out of the pocket. 
Watts led the Panthers to the third round of 
the 6A state playoffs and a 9-3 record and 
earned class 6A Player of the Year honors 
from the Alabama Sports Writers’ Association 
and was the Metro Player of the Year as well. 
Watts’ name was included on most pre-season 
lists including The Birmingham News’ Super 
All-State team, the number one prospect in 
the state by virtually every newspaper, and 
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the Atlanta Journal's Super Southern 100 
team. Baseball could also be on the horizon 
for Watts, as he hit 390 with eight home runs 
as a third baseman as a junior. 

Phillip Weeks, Defensive Back, 6-2, 170, 
Lake Butler, Florida. Last year Alabama 
tapped Lake Butler for current quarterback 
Andrew Zow, and once again Union County 
will provide the Tide with another quality 
player. A two-year starter for Coach Robbie 
Pruett, Weeks recorded 95 tackles, six inter- 
ceptions, one blocked punt and three fumble 
recoveries for Union County. “I liked the 
family type atmosphere at Alabama, and it’s a 
really good school,” Weeks says. “And | real- 
ly liked Coach (Charlie) Harbison (the new 
defensive back coach). With a new coach, we 
all start out the same.” A tall and physical 
player with excellent speed (4.4 in the 40) 
and man-to-man technique, Weeks will pro- 
vide depth to a thin Tide secondary, His ath- 
leticism is also impressive, boasting a 39-inch 
vertical leap and a bench press of 225 
pounds. A three-sport athlete, he averaged 12 
points per game in basketball and competed 
in the high jump for the track team. Weeks 
was part of the top-ranked defense in the 
state of Florida and also has a 48-yard inter- 
ception return for a touchdown to his credit, 
Weeks is a proven winner, losing only one 
game his entire prep career as Union County 
had a 54-game winning streak snapped in the 
third round of the 1997 playoffs. Phillip's 
brother, Adrian, will be a redshirt freshman 
at Auburn this year, 

Todd Whitmore, Offensive Lineman, 6-5, 
290, Ranburne (East Mississippi Junior 
College). Todd signed with Alabama in 
December and is currently enrolled for the 
spring semester, but his scholarship counts 
against the 1998 signing allotment. A two- 
way player for Coach Tom Goode and East 
Mississippi Junior College, he recorded 75 
tackles, 14 stops behind the line, four sacks 
and 12 quarterback pressures in 1997. His 
freshman campaign was also successful, post- 
ing +5 tackles, eight sacks, eight tackles be- 
hind the line and six quarterback pressures. 
“I've always been an Alabama fan,” 
Whitmore said. “I had several choices, but 
that was where | always wanted to play. They 
looked at me lightly coming out of high 
school, but I went to junior college and | 
think that was the best thing for me, because 
il gave me two years to play football and 
grow up.” He was Mississippi Junior College 
All-State. He graduated from Ranburne High 
in 1995, where he excelled in three sports 
and earned all-state honors in football for 
Coach Harlan Robinson, 
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1998 Alabama Football Depth Chart By Class 


Here is a look at the 1998 projected Alabama football roster by class. Remember, this is not an exact depth chart. Also, it is possible, even 
likely, that some returning players will be at new positions. This depth chart does not include every player who will be out for spring 
practice. And our projection of the positions of those prospects who signed with Bama in February is certainly possible to change. 


Offense 


Redshirt 
Senior Junior Soph Frosh 


Split End all | Buchan |__| Meadaley 
Redmill 


Left Tackle Samuels Raulston 
Baxley 


Leh Guard McDonald [|__| Baie a 


Center Brodie Hogan Portis 
Babcock 


Right Guard a = 


Right Tackle Spree Whitmore Kinnebrew Marshall 
Lou 
J. Morgan 


Tight End Crutchfield Draper Yount 
Joiner 
Mollicone Long Zow Watts 
aie 
Alexander Richard Ox Galloway 
Jackson Vaughn Collins 
Allen Bowens | 
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Cunningham Pflugner Diaz Wisniewski 
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Horne Gilbert 
Monroe 
Hill Bailey Myles 
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G, Phillips Goss 
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Weakside Linebacker 


Trevis Smith 
Tito Smith 
Harris 
Middle Linebacker Edwards 
Wagstaff 
Stanley 
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Bryant 
Feagin 

A. Hunter 
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Spring Football: 


Melt 
Another Step In Forgetting 1997 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama has a lot of holes to fill as Mike DuBose prepares to put his second team on field 


he end to the 1997 Alabama football 
| season was a bitter, yet somehow fit- 
ling, conclusion to a pathetic 4-7 
season as a coaching decision resulted in 
Crimson Tide football players being denied 
one bit of glory, a victory over Auburn in 
Auburn. Mike DuBose acted quickly to 
change the ugly face of Bama football. 
Players were introduced to the off-season 
program in the week following the final 
game. A handful of coaches were fired and 
replaced, When players returned following 
Christmas break, they were greeted by the 
most intense off-season program of their 
careers. Bama’s new coaching staff moved 
to fill voids with a recruiting season that 
ranks among the nation’s best. 

Now comes another key in the rebuilding 
of Alabama football. Spring football prac- 
tice gets under way in mid-March. Weather 
permitting, DuBose will put his second 
Crimson Tide team on the field on March 
16 with plans to get in seven or eight of the 
15 practice days prior to The University’s 
spring break, March 28-April 5, A part of 
the second half of spring practice will be 
the annual coaching clinic, which usually 
includes a full scale scrimmage on the 
Saturday of the clinic, this year on April 11, 
and the A-Day Game, which will be some 
sort of public demonstration—perhaps not a 
true game-at Bryant-Denny Stadium on 
April 18. New NCAA rules this year limit 
the number of practices that can include 
full gear work, full tackling workouts, and 
1l-on-11 game-type scrimmages. 

After signing day, Crimson Tide coaches 
began huddling, putting the final touches 
on plans designed to get the most out of 
the few days permitted for spring football 
lessons. Alabama has a new offensive coor- 
dinator, Neil Callaway having been elevat- 
ed to the position, and he is expected to 
work closely with Charlie Stubbs, the new 
quarterbacks coach, to implement an effec- 
tive offense. Ellis Johnson continues as de- 
fensive coordinator, but he'll return to 
coaching linebackers and he'll have an al- 
most new staff. 

Most of the interest is on the offense, For 
years the promise has been for more effec- 

_ tive passing. For years the payolf has been 
ineffective passing. But, says DuBose by his 
hiring of Stubbs, this time the promise will 
be kept. Although no specifics have been 
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forthcoming, the premise is to make the de- 
fense work wide and deep, then exploit 
whats available. 

Bama doesn't have quite as many holes to 
fill defensively, but there’s plenty of im- 
provement to be made, Last year Alabama 
had problems tackling and covering pass 
receivers. 

Traditionally, the kicking game gets only 
cursory work in spring practice because so 
many components of special teams work 
are not in camp until signees report in 
August. Still, Alabama's kicking game was 
so poor in 1997 that some time may be de- 
voted to it this spring. 

Although it may be less a part of spring 
practice than once was the case, the spring 
is still a time for some experimentation. 
There have been numerous rumors of posi- 
tion changes, but the spring roster issued 
by The University indicates most players 
will be starting spring drills at the positions 
they finished 1997, Among those rumored 
changes had been tight end Shawn Draper 
moving to center, defensive tackle Carlos 
Stennis moving to offensive line, and defen- 
sive tackle Sam Matthews moving to offen- 
sive tackle. 


Ithough Alabama lost a number of 
Aw players on offense, the Tide 

didn't lose a lot of all-stars. There’s a 
theory that it's not so great to have a lot of 
starters back from a bad team, so [rom that 
standpoint the Crimson Tide will have new 
life on offense. Most of the attention will be 
on replacing two senior quarterbacks (See 
Page 16), but that’s only part of the task, 

As offensive coordinator, Callaway knows 
that schemes won't go too far in producing 
good numbers unless there are players ca- 
pable of executing those schemes, And he 
also knows that it takes good offensive line- 
men to make a good offense. 

Two of the three returning starters on of- 
fense are offensive linemen, including one 
potential all-star candidate in left tackle 
Chris Samuels. Other than quarterback, it 
may be that the most important offensive 
position is tackle. While Samuels is a 
known quantity, much of the rest of the 
Bama tackle corps is less than that. Griff 
Redmill, who switched back to defense for 
part of last year, will be going back to af- 
fense at left tackle. 


Sage Spree rates to be the top candidate 
for a Starting job at right tackle among re- 
turning players, but this is a position where 
a newcomer could be number one. Michael 
Ray held the job last year. One of those 
newcomers is already in camp. When Todd 
Whitmore was signed out of junior college, 
there was some question as to whether he 
would be an offensive or defensive line- 
man. He'll start out this spring competing 
at right tackle. Also listed at right tackle is 
Corey Kinnebrew, who had told friends he 
expected to be a guard. Most wonder if he'll 
even be an Alabama [football player. 
Kinnebrew has fought two off-the-field bat- 
ues since arriving at Alabama, one the bat- 
tle of the bulge around his waist, the other 
academics. Although he is listed at 335, re- 
liable reports had him at well over 350 
upon his return from Christmas break. 

Another returning starter is center Paul 
Hogan, one of the most interesting players 
in recent Alabama history. Crimson Tide 
fans thought Bama had made a big mistake 
in signing the relatively undersized Hogan 
in 1996. Then. after a redshirt season in 
which he built himself up to about 260 
pounds, Hogan started every game at center 
for Alabama last year. Following the sea- 
son, though, there were hints from the 
football offices that Hogan still wasn't big 
enough for the job and that a replacement 
(tight end Draper was the name most fre- 
quently dropped) would be sought in the 
spring. But Hogan, along with senior 
Brooks Brodie (who does all the snapping 
on kicks) and walk-on Ty Babcock are the 
only centers listed as spring drills begin. 

Three former tackles are among the four 
men who will make up the guard corps in 
the spring. Michael Moore has been a guard 
since arriving at Alabama, but Jason 
McDonald, Michael Barfield and Will 
Cuthbert were all signed as tackles, Bama’s 
starting guards at the end of last year were 
Will Friend, a starter for much of the past 
four years, and Brenon Meadows. 

Bama’s new Assistant Head Coach Ronnie 
Cottrell may have had some influence on 
Draper staying at tight end. With Bama 
having lost one of its few 1997 all-star 
types, tight end Rod Rutledge, the tight end 
corps is pretty thin, even with Draper. The 
most experienced returnee is non-scholar- 
shipped Rhett Crutchfield, who had one 
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Shaun Alexander has been Alabama's best back in crucial games over the past few years, but he's usual- 
ly found himself as a third team tailback. With a couple of seniors having graduated, junior Alexander 


rates to move into strong contention as a starter in 1998. 


catch for nine yards last year. Adam Joiner 
has seen almost no action and Joe Yount 
spent part of his redshirt freshman year as a 
defensive end. 

Dabo Swinney has moved back to coach- 
ing wide receivers after having spent last 
year as tight ends coach. The wide receiver 
corps lost one starter, Chad Goss, but that 
will be more than offset by the return of 
Michael Vaughn, the all-star candidate 
flanker who missed all last year when he 
had to have back surgery the week before 
the start of the season. He was Bama’s 
leading receiver in 1996. He’s joined at 
flanker by Bama’s most productive wide re- 
ceiver last year, Quincy Jackson. Tim 
Bowens is also listed as a flanker. 

The Tide lacks speed in the returning ex- 
perienced split ends, starter Calvin Hall 
and top back-up Shamari Buchanan. Bama 
does have some speed coming at the split 
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end spot in redshirt freshman Jason 
McAddley. There is a belief that Alabama's 
new offense will sometimes include three 
wide receivers, either with no tight end and 
two running backs or with one running 
back and a tight end. 

While the trend in football is to the pass- 
ing game, the running backs still have a 
place. Part of that place will be as pass re- 
ceivers. Bama’s running backs have joined 
the receivers in catching passes each day 
from quarterback candidates in anticipation 
of spring practice. 

Although DuBose didn’t change his run- 
ning backs coach, the presumption is that 
Ivy Williams will elevate Shaun Alexander 
to first team since Curtis Alexander and 
Dennis Riddle have completed their eligi- 
bility. Shaun Alexander has appeared to be 
Bama’s top back the past couple of years, 
but has been mired on third team. He 


doesn’t have much experienced competi- 
tion. It is believed that Montoya Madden 
will join 1997 back-up Dustin McClintock 
at fullback, where three-year regular Ed 
Scissum started last year. That leaves kick 
return specialist Arvin Richard as a tail- 
back, along with redshirt freshmen Adam 
Cox and Shaun Bohanon. 


labama has twice as many 1997 
Azees returning on defense as it 

does on offense, but that’s still not 
many. The new coaching lineup on defense 
will have Johnson coaching outside 
linebackers, Jeff Rouzie (who was in charge 
of all linebackers last year) coaching the 
middle linebacker (or inside linebackers 
when Bama is in a 3-4 defense), Jackie 
Shipp taking over the defensive line, and 
Charlie Harbison coaching the secondary. 

Because of recruiting, Shipp will have a 
pretty large group of defensive linemen to 
work with next fall, but this spring Bama is 
a little thin in numbers. A couple of his de- 
fensive linemen are coming off injuries, but 
tackle Sam Matthews (shoulder) is expect- 
ed to be able to participate, while end 
Reggie Grimes (ankle) will be limited. 

Even with Grimes missing most spring 
work, there are some proven players in the 
group, notably sophomore end Kenny 
Smith. Chris Hood has had an up-and- 
down career, earning some all-star acco- 
lades, but also earning some bench time. 
He has one year to prove his worth to pro- 
fessional scouts, which should be good in- 
centive for him. Clint Waggoner, who had 
shifted to tight end a year ago, seems to be 
set now at defensive end. He has good 
quickness but lacks size. Steve Harris, who 
has been a linebacker and defensive end, 
could end up back at end if Alabama sticks 
to the 4-3. 

There’s a shortage of tackles. Walk-on 
Marquis Forge is a tryer, whereas Jamie 
Carter has potential, but hasn’t always been 
in top shape. Among those lost from last 
year are Eric Kerley and Heath Panks, who 
were the starters much of the season, and 
back-up Joel Holliday, who was also a for- 
mer starting offensive tackle. And Redmill 
has gone back to offense from defensive 
tackle. 

Bama will play some three-man front and 
its possible DuBose and Johnson would 
like to go back to the 3-4 defense that 
Alabama played for many years. However, 
right now it does not appear the Tide has 
enough linebackers to play a 3-4. 

Although Travis Carroll is listed as the re- 
turning starter at middle linebacker, it was 
deep into the 1997 season before he really 
began to get much playing time behind 
Paul Pickett, who has graduated. Still, 
Carroll has star potential at this marquee 
spot. He'll be backed by a couple of seniors, 
Chris Edwards and Granison Wagstaff. 

The linebacker corps is senior heavy and 
includes the returning starters at both out- 
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Fernando Bryant is an all-star candidate for the Tide at left cornerback. Last year he led the Tide with 


three interceptions, which he returned for 106 yards. 


side spots. Trevis Smith was the Tide's lead- 
ing tackler among linebackers last year and 
he returns at weakside, where he’s backed 
up by two other seniors, Tito Smith and 
Steve Harris. Steve Stanley, who was con- 
verted from safety to linebacker prior to 
last year, is back to start at strongside 
linebacker. Fellow senior Eddie Hunter is 
listed as a back-up. The big loss from the 
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outside linebacker corps is Carlton Person, 
who was suspended indefinitely (and prob- 
ably permanently) from the team because 
of a domestic altercation. 

Where will Chris Horne play? Last year 
he was used as a strong safety and as a 
strongside linebacker. He’s listed as a re- 
turning letterman at linebacker, but could 
be shifted to the secondary, where Bama is 


somewhat short of strong safety candidates. 
Walk-on Marcus Spencer actually started a 
few games as a nickel back and he’s the 
leading candidate to replace Andre Short. 
Jason Jones is also in the mix at strong safe- 
ty, as is redshirt freshman John Fielding. 

On the other hand, Alabama has a hand- 
ful of experienced men at safety, including 
returning starter Kelvin Sigler (Bama’s lead- 
ing tackler last year) and lettermen Warren 
Foust and Tony Dixon. 

There is a theory that the most important 
position on defense is now cornerback. 
Alabama returns an all-star candidate 
(Fernando Bryant) at left cornerback, but 
must replace a four-year starter (Deshea 
Townsend) at right cornerback. Antoine 
Hunter and Kecalf Bailey would appear to 
be the most likely candidates, but don’t 
count out feisty redshirt freshman Chris 
Reier, who is an excellent athlete. Michael 
Feagin has experience, but it hasn’t always 
been positive experience. Owen Winston is 
coming off an injury and Thomas Hill may 
be limited in the spring because of knee 
surgery. 


ou can’t tell the place-kickers without 

a program, or so it would seem. 

Alabama had a terrible overall kick- 
ing game last year, and place-kicking was a 
highly visible aspect of that area. Actually, 
Ryan Pflugner, who should return this 
spring, was doing well early in the year be- 
fore suffering an injury that took him out 
for the rest of the year. Brian Cunningham 
did most of the kicking for the Tide, and he 
also returns. Against Auburn, Bama went to 
Chris Kemp, one of a trio of freshmen who 
got some work during the year. Other up- 
coming sophomores with some kicking ex- 
perience are A.J. Diaz, the lone scholar- 
shipped kicker, and Jonah Dismukes. 
They'll be joined by redshirt freshman 
Chad Barron in spring kicking. 

In addition to field goal and extra point 
work, a goal of the spring, summer and fall 
would seem to be to find a man who can 
kick off deep and in bounds. (While the 
kickers will work on their kicking, the 
overall kickoff and punt coverage and re- 
turn games will probably not be a major 
part of spring work.) 

The punting game is in reasonably good 
hands with Daniel Pope, although he did 
have one punt blocked last year and also 
dropped a snap that led to a turnover. Still, 
Pope averaged over 42 yards per kick. 
Bama may or may not have to search for a 
short punt man since Lance Tucker han- 
dled those duties last year. Tucker was also 
the holder on extra points and field goals 
for the past few years. That job ordinarily 
goes to either a back-up quarterback or 
someone who has played quarterback in 
the past and who is a good athlete. 
Defensive backs Reier and Foust would 
seem to be good candidates. Snapper 
Brooks Brodie is back. 
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Name, Pos. Class 
Shaun Alexander, TB jr 
Wes Allen, WR Sr 
Winslow Armstead, LB = Fr 
Ty Babcock, C So 
Kecalf Bailey, RCB So 
Michael Barfield, LG Fr 
Gary Barnes, RCB So 
Chad Barron, PK Fr 
Wesley Black, FL Jr 
Matt Blake, RT So 
Shaun Bohanon, TB So 
Dennis Bonga, WR Fr 
Tim Bowens, FL Jr 
Brian Brasseal, LG Sr 
Brooks Brodie, C Sr 
Izra Brown, WR 
Corey Bryan, MLB Fr 
Fernando Bryant, LCB = Sr 
Shamari Buchanan,SE = Jr 
Bo Butler, S 
Travis Carroll, MLB So 
amie Carter, LDT Jr 
Lee Chambers, QB So 
Myles Christian, FB Jr 
Adam Cox, TB Fr 
Brent Cox, WLB Jr 
Rhett Crutchfield, TE Sr 
Brian Cunningham, PK — Sr 
Will Cuthbert, RG So 
A.J. Diaz, PK So 
onah Dismukes, PK So 
Tony Dixon, S So 
Shawn Draper, TE So 
Chris Edwards, MLB Sr 
Michael Feagin, LCB Sr 
John Fielding, SS Fr 
Chad Floyd, P So 
Marquis Forge, RDT 
Warren Foust, S Sr 
ohn Gartman, FL Fr 
Martin Glover, FL So 
Percy Goode, FL Jr 
Gary Goss, SS Fr 
Reggie Grimes, RDE Jr 
Ross Gunnells, WLB So 
Calvin Hall, SE Sr 
Steve Harris, WLB/LDE Sr 
Steven Harris, CB Fr 
Thomas Hill, RCB jr 
Paul Hogan, C So 
Steven Holloway, LT So 
Chris Hood, LDE Sr 
Chris Horne, SLB So 
Antoine Hunter, RCB Sr 
Eddie Hunter, SLB Sr 
amie Hunter, QB Fr 
Quincy Jackson, FL Sr 
Adam Joiner, TE So 
ason Jones, So 
ason Kellen, P So 
Chris Kemp, PK 
Corey Kinnebrew, RT So 
Bradley Ledbetter, SN So 


Wet Exp 
205 2b 
160 Sq 
234 Sq 
253 Sq 
158 IL 
285 RS 
195 Sq 
205 RS 
175 Sq 
275 Sq 
195 Sq 
190 HS 
191 2L 
280 Sq 
280 «IL 
210 Sq 
wr 3 
196 2L 
184 Sq 
234 IL 
321 2L 
200 Sq 
185 Sq 
220 RS 
195 Sq 
243 IL 
178 Lk 
300) «IL 
170 =IL 
162 Sq 
197 «IL 
284 1L 
245 3L 
180 3L 
186 RS 
200 Sq 
252 IL 
217° 3L 
170 Sq 
190 Sq 
189 Sq 
205 Sq 
290 2L 
203 Sq 
198 2L 
240 3L 
180 Sq 
184 2L 
266 «IL 
250 Sq 
286 3L 
27’ AL 
207 1L 
225 21 
225 Sq 
186 IL 
271 Sq 
173 Sq 
215 Sq 
180 Sq 
335 Sq 
227 «Sq 
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(Subject to change) 
Hometown Name, Pos. Class 
Florence, Ky. Ronald Logan Fr 
Hoover Wes Long, QB So 
Hoover Montoya Madden, FB Sr 
Albertville Alex Malone, RB Sr 
Tuscaloosa Sam Matthews, LDT Fr 
Dothan Jason McAddley, WR Fr 
Nashville Dustin McClintock, FB So 
Marietta, Ga. Jason McDonald, LG Jr 
Hoover Chauvon McFadden, RDEFr 
Montgomery Chris McGehee, LCB Sr 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. Drew MeNatt, SN Jr 
Tallahassee, Fla. Marc Mollicone, QB Jr 
Killen Michael Moore, RG Jr 
Ashland Patrick Morgan, P Jr 
Tifton, Ga. Ryan Morton, TE Jr 
Panama City, Fla. Rodney Palmer, WR Jr 
Andalusia Justin Pate, LG Fr 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. Ryan Pflugner, PK Jr 
Atlanta Greg Phillips, SS Jr 
Scottsboro John David Phillips, QB Sr 
Jacksonville, Fla. Monte Poe, QB 
Philadelphia, Miss. Daniel Pope, P Sr 
Enterprise Matt Przbysz, LT Fr 
Tuscaloosa Chris Ray, RT So 
Jasper Griff Redmill, LT So 
Elkin, N.C. RJ. Reed, WR Fr 
Berry Chris Reier, CB Fr 
Birmingham Blake Reynolds, SN Fr 
Fort Pierce, Fla, Arvin Richard, TB So 
Miami Jonathan Richey, QB Fr 
Mobile James Roina 
Reform George Ross, RB Jr 
Huntsville Jeff Rowell, S Jr 
Bessemer Marty Russell, SLB So 
Greenville Chris Samuels, LT Jr 
Augusta, Ga. Kelvin Sigler, S Sr 
Vinemont Marcus Slay, RCB So 
Autaugaville Kenny Smith, RDE So 
Midwest City, Okla. Tito Smith, WLB Sr 
Camden Trevis Smith, WLB Sr 
Sumiton Marcus Spencer, SS So 
Jasper Sage Spree, RT Sr 
Warner Robins, Ga. Steve Stanley, SLB Sr 
Nashville Rob-E Staten, RDT So 
Aliceville Carlos Stennis, RDT So 
Gallatin, Tenn. James Sullen, Jr., WR So 
Town Creek Matt Teague, FB Sr 
Clarkston, Ga. Robert Upchurch, TE Fr 
Meridian, Miss. Michael Vaughn, FL Jr 
Valdosta, Ga. Michael Vickery, WR Jr 
Hoover Clint Waggoner, LDE Jr 
Town Creek Granison Wagstaff, MLB Sr 
Sandersville, Ga. Jarrod Warren, S$ Jr 
Valdosta, Ga. Daniel Wells, TE Fr 
LeFlore Darius White, WR Fr 
Daphne Kelvis White, LDT So 
Brundidge Todd Whitmore, RT Jr 
Milton, Fla. Shaun Williams, LDE Fr 
Tuscaloosa Taylor Williams, PK Pr 
Tuscaloosa Owen Winston, RCB Sr 
Jacksonville, Fla. Joe Yount, TE Fr 
Rome, Ga. Andrew Zow, QB Fr 
Pelham 


1998 Alabama Spring Football Roster 


Hgt Wet Exp 

Sq 
6-3 198 Sq 
5-9 216 3L 
6-0 227 Sq 
6-6 283 RS 
6-2 185 Sq 
6-3 261 IL 
6-6 300 2L 
6-3 288 Sq 
5-10 181 Sq 
6-0 250 Sq 
6-3 220 Sq 
6-4 303 2L 
6-0 183 Sq 
6-4 207 Sq 
5-11 190 Sq 
6-2 250 Sq 
5-11 177. Sq 
5-11 191 Sq 
65 216 3L 
5-11 195 Sq 
6-1 204 IL 
6-5 260 Sq 
6-2 255 Sq 
6-6 271 IL 
5-10 180 HS 
5-9 180 RS 

Sq 
5-6 172 IL 
6-2 205 Sq 
5-10 180 Sq 
5-10 192 Sq 
6-1 235 Sq 
6-6 290 2L 
6-1 186 3L 
5-8 147 Sq 
6-5 290 IL 
63 230 2L 
6-0 226 3L 
6-2 190 IL 
6-7 287 3L 
63 221 3L 
6-1 255 Sq 
6-2 270 Sq 
6-3 195 Sq 
5-11 226 Sq 
6-3 240 Sq 
6-1 205 2L 

Sq 
6-6 232 2L 
6-2 236 2L 
5-11 192 Sq 
6-4 220 Sq 
6-0 190 Sq 
6-3 185 Sq 
6-5 280 Tr 
6-5 245 Sq 
6-0 175 Sq 
6-0 185 2L 
6-4 255 Sq 
6-1 210 Sq 


Hometown 


Guntersville 
Town Creek 
Huntsville 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
Quinlan, Texas 
Theodore 
Herndon, Va. 
Rainbow City 
Aurora, Mo, 

Fall River, Mass. 
Fayette 
Birmingham 
Boaz 

Greenville 
Prattville 
Sarasota, Fla. 
Mobile 

Anniston 
Nashville 
Alpharetta, Ga. 
Huntsville 
Piedmont 

Jasper 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


Adanta 
Fyffe 


Slidell, La. 
Northport 
Hurst, Texas 
Mobile 

Mobile 
Dunwoody, Ga. 
Meridian, Miss. 
Birmingham 
Montgomery 
York 

Boligee 
Leighton 

Pearl, Miss. 
Meridian, Miss. 
Tuskegee 
Montgomery 
Livingston 
Clarksdale, Miss. 


Fairburn, Ga. 
Enterprise 
Birmingham 
Andalusia 
Accokeek, Md. 
Courtland 
Ranburne 
Augusta, Ga. 
Tuscaloosa 
Montgomery 
Albertville 
Lake Butler, Fla. 


The Quarterbacks: 


Phillips, Zow 
Will Battle 


For Position 
by Kirk McNair 


Alabama has virtually no 
quarterback experience 


etting into the picture at quarterback 

has been like trying to climb a moun- 

tain for upcoming fifth-year senior 
John David Phillips. Actually, its been a lot 
harder than mountain climbing, which has 
been a Phillips’ past-time since his high 
school days. 

And just because Phillips has been a 
Crimson Tide quarterback longer than any 
others in camp, that doesn’t mean he auto- 
matically has a leg up on the job. 

Anyone who thinks all football positions 
are created equal never faced a season with 
completely inexperienced quarterbacks. 
Going into spring training, the Bama quarter- 
back situation is considered a two-man race 
between Phillips, who has next to zero game 
experience, and redshirt freshman Andrew 
Zow, who has none. The only other scholar- 
shipped player who has even practiced at 
quarterback is Warren Foust, who is one of 
the candidates to be a safety. 

How did Alabama get into this situation? It 
is reminiscent of a Crimson Tide football leg- 
end. In the 1930s Dr. George Denny was the 
president of The University and he was ex- 
traordinarily interested in Alabama having an 
excellent football team. Frank Thomas was 
the football coach, and he had fulfilled his 
end of the bargain in having good teams. But 
one spring Thomas confessed to his president 
that the team might be down a bit the next 
year because the Tide didn’t have an experi- 
enced quarterback. “Didn’t you know you 
were going to need a quarterback this year?” 
said Denny. The inference is clear. If a coach 
will give players experience when they are 
younger, the team won't face a year with in- 
experienced players. Paul Bryant was a mas- 
ter of that tactic. 

In his first year as head coach, Mike 
DuBose went with questionable quarterback 
strategy on several fronts, one of which re- 
sulted in what little experience Phillips has 
being bad experience. To begin the season, 
Phillips was a short-yardage and goalline spe- 
cialist. However, after a few games in which 


John David Phillips hopes that the fifth year is 
the charm for him. He'll attempt to win the 
starting quarterback job this spring. 

Robert Sutton Photo 
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the change of quarterbacks in those situa- 
tions resulted in more minus plays than plus 
plays, the plan was scrapped. However, Bama 
stuck with another controversial plan, that of 
using senior Freddie Kitchens as the starting 
quarterback and senior Lance Tucker as his 
back-up, a back-up who went into the game 
at prescribed times regardless of the situation. 
Phillips’ appearances all but disappeared as 
the two seniors took virtually every snap in 
Bama’'s 4-7 season. 

For a variety of reasons, DuBose elected to 
change quarterback coach and offensive co- 
ordinator at the end of the 1997 season, fir- 
ing Bruce Arians, who held both titles, elevat- 
ing Offensive Line Coach Neil Callaway to 
offensive coordinator, and bringing in Charlie 
Stubbs from Nevada-Las Vegas to tutor the 
quarterbacks. 

Like most coaches, Stubbs expects to have 
one man who is The Quarterback. Phillips 
and Zow know that. 


o say that Alabama doesn’t return 

| much quarterback passing perfor- 

mance from last year may be the col- 

lege football understatement of the year. 

Phillips-known to his coaches and team- 

mates as J.D.-completed one of three passes 

for four yards. The four yards is .002 per cent 

of Alabama’s 1912 passing yards in 1997, 

Prior to last season, Phillips had not thrown a 
pass in a game. 

Indeed, Phillips is best known as the best 
quarterback to play on kick coverage teams 
in recent years. Though listed as a quarter- 
back in 1996, Phillips, 6-3, 220, got most of 
his playing time on kick coverage teams. He 
was particularly noticeable on kickoff cover- 
age, where he made eight tackles. 

“I enjoyed that,” Phillips said. “I missed 
‘being on the kickoff coverage team last year. 
That was fun. If they need me to go back on 
it this year, I'd be happy to.” 

Its not likely Phillips will be on special 
teams this year, but it’s not surprising he 
would have that attitude. He abandoned the 
quarterback position he had been recruited to 
play in the first week of practice in 1994, his 
freshman season. He said Gene Stallings, 
then Bama’s head coach, asked Phillips: 
“Would you rather be the fourth team quar- 
terback or the first or second team safety?” 
Phillips moved to defense, where he was 
about a third team safety, but saw action in all 
12 games on special teams. 

While many believe that year put Phillips 
behind in his quest to be a quarterback, he 
has fond memories of the season. “I played 
on a great defense with great guys and it was 
one of the most fun years I've had,” he said. 

He was redshirted in 1995 with plans to con- 
vert him to quarterback and he was the third 
teamer behind Kitchens and Foust in 1996. “I 
got to kneel down a couple of times,” Phillips 
said of his 1996 quarterbacking duties. 

Last year his one completion was a four-yard 
touchdown to Quincy Jackson. Although the 
score came late in a lopsided loss to Tennessee, 
Phillips said, “It’s still memorable to me.” 

Phillips believes the upcoming season will 
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Andrew Zow, a redshirt freshman, doesn’t have any college quarterbacking experience, but he’s got ex- 


perience as a winning quarterback. He was a standout on the scout team last fall. 


be a good one for him if he wins the job. 
“We're going to change the offense, open it 
up more, and I think it’s going to suit me,” he 
said. “The offense will require a lot out of the 
quarterback. I’m excited. I think we're going 
to have a mix of everything—drop-back, shot- 
gun and sprint out.” 

Although Phillips said his expectations of 
the offense are “just me speculating,” he does 
drop by and visit with Stubbs frequently. 
“He's a player's coach,” Phillips said. “I enjoy 
just dropping by when I have some time. He’s 
very positive. I’ve really enjoyed talking to 
him.” He said he does know that Stubbs ex- 
pects the quarterback to be a leader. 

Phillips doesn’t expect to get the job just 
because he’s been around longer than the 
competition. “Its hard to say,” he said. “I’ve 
got more experience, but it’s not really that 
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much. I haven't been in a starting position, so 
some might say it's pretty even. You can also 
look at it that I’ve only got one year left, 
which might be a disadvantage. But I don’t 
look at it either way. I’m just going out and 
work my tail off and see what happens.” 
Phillips thinks his primary physical asset in 
the new offense is his mobility. But he adds, 
“Right now I'm hungry. I really want to play. 
This is my fifth season and I want it bad. 
Hopefully other guys will sense that and 
they'll be hungry, too.” He said he intends to 
know the offense “backwards and forwards.” 
He didn’t resent being the third-teamer last 
year as Bama struggled to a losing season. “I 
believed in Freddie and | believed in Lance 
and I supported them,” Phillips said. “But, 
yes, there were times when I thought maybe I 
could have helped the offense if I had been 
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given a chance. But I also recognize that 
Freddie is a good quarterback who was put in 
a tough situation.” 

Phillips hasn't yet written out his goals for 
1998, something he does every year, but he 
knows that he wants to be the starter at quar- 
terback. “I want to be a leader and I want my 
receivers to be confident in me. I want to be 
the best I can possibly be.” 

While Phillips has been out of the quarter- 
back picture the past four years, a man who 
was recruited at the same time has enjoyed 
extraordinary fame. Tennessee was recruiting 
a handful of the nation’s top quarterbacks, in- 
cluding Peyton Manning and Phillips. “I al- 
most went to Tennessee,” Phillips said, but 
he added “I've never looked back.” An irony 
as he approaches his final year at Alabama is 
that he was a quarterback only in his senior 
season for Coach Rodney Bivens at Anniston 
High School. Before his final season he was a 
defensive back. 

Phillips will spend most of the summer in 
Tuscaloosa getting ready for the 1998 season, 
but he’s going to take a short break to do 
something he enjoys (but which might make 
his coaches and Tide fans a little nervous). 
He'll take part in an Outward Bound program 
in Ashville, North Carolina, back-packing 
and mountain climbing. He's been mountain 
climbing since his high school days, primari- 
ly on the 100- to 120-foot cliffs at Mount 
Cheha near his Anniston home. 


and probably is at Alabama because 

Crimson Tide coaches recognized his 
quarterback potential, Zow, 6-2, 215, had ex- 
cellent success in his quarterbacking career at 
Union County High School in Lake Butler, 
Florida. He earned the quarterback job as a 
high school freshman. His team lost its first 
game in his sophomore year, then won 40 
games in a row, winning three consecutive 3A 
state championships. Zow was the quarter- 
back in 33 of those victories, missing the first 
couple of months of his senior season as he 
rehabilitated from knee surgery. 

Union County has had a number of college 
prospects over the years and in Zow’s senior 
season he and a teammate, Adrian Weeks, 
went to Auburn on a recruiting trip. Both 
committed to the Tigers. However, when Zow 
returned home he didn’t have good feelings 
about his decision. His high school coach 
and family told him to re-think his decision, 
and Zow did, accepting Alabama's offer. 

Zow has always been a passing quarter- 
back, His prep team ran the Wing-T with 
most of his passes coming off play action, but 
he’s also an accomplished drop-back passer. 

He spent last fall running the scout team 
most weeks, trying to emulate quarterbacks 
Alabama would be facing. However, he didn't 
get a chance to play Tennessee's Manning be- 
cause Tucker was injured that week and Zow 
moved up to third team with the Bama offense. 

Many didn’t expect Zow to be a quarter- 
back at Alabama. He had also been a strong 
safety in high school and when he reported 
to the Crimson Tide he was about 15 pounds 


7: has been a quarterback all his life, 
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heavier than he is now. “I was pretty big for a 
quarterback,” Zow said. “But Coach DuBose 
said he'd give me a fair shot at quarterback. [ 
gave it my best, all 1 had, because I knew if T 
didn’t impress him, I'd be headed to defense.” 

He had been recruited as a defender by 
more schools than as a quarterback, Indeed, 
Alabama first recruited him as a defensive 
back, but Jeff Rouzie later told Zow, “We like 
you as a quarterback.” 

Zow made a big impression last year. He 
has all the passes—quick outs, touch passes, 
bombs. 

Zow admitted that last year was “frustrating 
at times. It was a learning experience, We 
were having a bad season and | wished that I 
could make a difference. But this is a different 
level. You can't just jump in and play. But 
looking back on it, it was fun.” 

That is, most of it was fun. Zow didn't 
enjoy his week as the scout team quarterback 
when Bama was preparing for LSU. “All we 
did was quarterback option,” he said. “An op- 
tion quarterback gets hit a lot. I felt like a rag 
doll at the end of that week.” 

Sull, Zow tried his best to be a good scout 
team quarterback. That doesn't mean know- 
ing the offense. The plays are all scripted and 
the job of the scout team is to give the de- 
fense a good picture. 

Zow started last season going to scout team 
meetings, but early in the year Arians told 
him to start attending quarterback meetings, 
an indication of the impression Zow made. 
Suill, Zow didn’t have much knowledge of the 
Bama offense and was getting no repetitions 
running that offense. After a few minutes 
work with all the quarterbacks on footwork 
and techniques, he was off with his scout 
team teammates. 

However, that doesn’t mean Zow is behind 
now because the offense will be changing. “Its 
going to be a great situation for me and J.D.,” 
Zow said. “Coach Stubbs doesn’t have any fa- 
vorites, There aren't any favorites in this busi- 
ness anyway. We've got to have the best quar- 
terback under center when we line up against 
BYU. J.D. and 1 both think this is our oppor- 
tunity. One of us has to lead the team.” 

Zow said his conversations with Stubbs 
have indicated “he wants the quarterback to 
be smart and to play by the book, He doesn't 
want a ‘Do your own thing’ guy. He'll be look- 
ing for perfection. He'll be looking for the 
guy who learns the quickest.” 

The redshirt freshman likes the idea of 
opening up the offense. “We've got to keep up 
with the Floridas and Tennessees,” Zow said. 

Zow and Phillips, as well as some walk-on 
quarterbacks, and the receivers have been 
getting together every day since the first of 
February to throw passes. That's earlier than 
quarterbacks and receivers have started 
throwing in the past. “We don’t want our 
arms to be rusty when we start spring prac- 
tice,” Phillips said. 

Zow said, “Everyone on the team wants to 
help the team as much as we can. Last year, 
my job was to help the defense. There were 
guys in front of me who deserved to be in 
front of me. If 1 want to play I need to get bet- 


ter in just about every phase of the game. 
Thats how | can help the team and myself. 
I've got some abilities, but I'm looking for- 
ward to Coach Stubbs bringing out the best 
in me, He's shown he gets the best out of his 
quarterbacks, even if they are young.” 


here is no rule that the quarterback 
Te: has to be decided in the spring. 

“Last year it was decided in the spring, 
but T don’t know how it will be under Coach 
Stubbs,” Zow said. “It might go up until the 
Thursday or Friday before the BYU game.” 

There are a few other quarterbacks on the 
Crimson Tide roster, “There are some good 
walk-on quarterbacks out there,” Phillips 
said. “I believe they will compete.” 

Zow, who had most of those walk-ons 
working with him on the scout team last 
year, said, “I've seen some of those guys who 
can throw it. They make me think, ‘uh-oh.’ 
They all have some ability that makes you 
say, ‘There's another one.' You can't ever let 
up. No matter where a guy may be on the 
depth chart the first day, anyone can win the 
job. Everyone's got to play up to his ability.” 

One who has drawn a lot of interest is a 
transfer from Miami, Mare Mollicone, a 6-3, 
220-pound junior from Fall River, 
Massachusetts, He sat out last year and will 
have two years of eligibility. One of the real 
strong arms comes by it naturally. He is Jamie 
Hunter, a redshirt freshman from Daphne. 
His father, Scott, set a number of Crimson 
Tide records as Bama’s quarterback, 1968-70. 
Wes Long, 6-3, 198, a junior from 
Guntersville, was a scout team quarterback 
for much of 1996. 

Other non-scholarshipped quarterbacks on 
the roster this spring include Lee Chambers, 
a 6-4, 200-pound sophomore from 
Enterprise; Monte Poe, a 5-11, 195-pound 
sophomore from Montgomery Bell Academy 
in Nashville; and Jonathan Richey, a 6-2, 205- 
pound redshirt freshman from Geraldine 
High School in Fyffe. 

Beyond that, many believe the quarterback 
battle will not be decided until next August. 
That's when two new scholarshipped quarter- 
backs will join the squad. Alabama signed 
one of the nation’s top quarterback prospects 
in Tyler Watts of Pelham and also added Luke 
Tucker, younger brother of Lance, of Fayette 
County. 

Tucker has been quoted as saying he ex- 
pects to be redshirted, but the Bama faithful 
hope Watts moves quickly into the playing 
picture. 

“Ive heard Tyler Watts is pretty good,” Zow 
said. “Hopefully he'll come in and get in the 
race. People say he’s good enough to play as a 
freshman. If he is, I want to see it. If he’s bet- 
ter than I am and better than J.D., then he's 
the man. 1 wouldn't mind a freshman playing 
in front of me, just like 1 wouldn't want some- 
one playing in front of me just because he was 
older. But I think Coach Stubbs will do the 
right thing. He'll play the best quarterback.” 

Phillips, a friend of Lance Tucker, joked, 
“I've heard more about Luke than | have 
about Tyler.” 
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Track & Field Outlook: 


Tide Teams Are In New Hands 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Men’s team has some stars to build around, while women have longer way to go 


he Alabama men’s and women’s track 

| and field teams have new head coach- 

es-that’s right, coaches—as Alabama 

elected to have separate men’s and women’s 

programs. And both new leaders are quite 
accomplished. 

Bama Athletics Director Bob Bockrath 
pulled a coup when he enticed former 
Auburn All-America and world-class and 
Olympic performer Harvey Glance to head 


— - 


up the men’s program. Likewise when he 
lured former Florida assistant coach and 
three-time member of the U.S. National 
Team Sandy Fowler to take over the 
women’s program. Glance and Fowler re- 
place David Troy, last year’s interim coach 
who tutored both programs. 

Anyone familiar with track and field has 
heard of Glance, a former world record- 
holder in the 400-meter run and a member 


== 


of the 1976 Olympic Gold-medal winning 
400-meter relay team. A_ three-time 
Olympian and 16-time All-America for the 
Tigers, Glance also won gold medals at the 
Track and Field World Championships, the 
Pan American Games, World Cup and the 
Goodwill Games. Glance has international 
head coaching experience with Team USA in 
the World University Games in Italy and 
with the World Junior Team in Lisbon, 


This year the men’s and women’s track teams are under separate head coaches, Harvey Glance in charge of the men’s team and Sandy Fowler head coach of 
the women’s squad. Both new coaches have extensive international experience and reputations. 
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Portugal. He has been selected to be an as- 
sistant coach for the 1999 Pan American 
Games in Winnipeg, Canada. It was quite a 
catch to get Glance, a native of Phenix City, 
to come to The Capstone, after six years as 
head coach at his alma mater and seemingly 
comfortably entrenched on the Plains. 

A former AIAW national champion in the 
shot put, a three-peat selection to the na- 
tional team and the field coach for the 
Gators for eight and a half years, Foster is 
also a welcome addition to the Crimson 
Tide coaching staff. Foster, a Boston native 
who was All-America at Northeastern 
University, also has been a field coach at 
Syracuse. Foster has been selected to be an 
assistant coach for the 2000 Olympic Games 
in Sydney, Australia. In 1993 Fowler was the 
assistant coach for the 1993 World Outdoor 
team as well as the throws referee for the 
1992 Olympic Trials in New Orleans. 

For sure, the Tide now has big-name 
coaches in charge of their men’s and 
women’s track, field and cross-country pro- 
grams, which this year for the first time 
have been split along gender lines. Now all 
both coaches have to do is recruit athletes as 
good as they were. Glance at least inherited 
a national champion and an All-America to 
build his program around. Foster was not 


that fortunate. Following is a preview of 
each program. 


ats Nilsson, a defending national 
Meir and two-time defending 

SEC champion in the javelin, will 
lead the men. Nilsson threw the spear 245-9 
in last year's NCAA meet in Bloomington, 
Indiana. The year before his best toss was 
238-1. Obviously pleased to have the best 
performer in that event on the team Glance 
noted, “They don’t get any better than na- 
tional champion.” 

The other returning All-America is Tim 
Broe, who indoors in 1996 finished second 
in the conference and fourth in the nation in 
the 3,000-meter run. He also advanced to 
the NCAA meet in the 5,000-meter run. Last 
year outdoors Broe was second in the SEC in 
the 5,000 and fourth in the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase. His best times were 8:2.6 in 
the indoor 3,000 and 14:8.12 in the outdoor 
5,000. More good news for Glance is that 
Nilsson and Broe are both only juniors. 

Along with Broe, senior Faizal 
Emamaullee enables the Tide to have a very 
strong one-two tandem in the 3,000. A cross 
country redshirt this past season, 
Emamaullee was SEC indoor and outdoor 
champion in 1996 in that event. Broe and 


Emamaullee pace a solid group of distance 
runners that include Brian Hesson in the 
3,000 and Jody Spangler, Preston Hill and 
Dean Fulmer in the 5,000. “The strength of 
our team is in the distances because that is 
where our numbers are,” said Glance. “We 
had four guys finish in the top 16 in cross 
country (Broe second, Spangler 11th, 
Hesson 14th and Fulmer 16th). That group 
went on to win the district championship 
and finish 19th at the NCAA Championship 
meet. They provide the nucleus of our out- 
door distance group.” Another point winner 
is Jim MclIngvale, who placed fourth in the 
conference in the outdoor 800 meters a year 
ago. 

Ken Fambro, Jasmin Alverson and David 
Bergdahl give Alabama three good hurdlers. 
Fambro, the best of the three and the second 
best in the SEC, with a time of 8.18 seconds 
won the 60-meter hurdles this winter at 
Clemson. With a time of 7:34, he has provi- 
sionally qualified for the NCAA meet, mean- 
ing that if 15 individuals do not achieve 
qualifying times he could be among those 
selected to round out the field. Alverson is 
fifth in the conference and Bergdahl was 
sixth and seventh in the high and intermedi- 
ate high hurdles. 

“Our hurdlers are running extremely 
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well,” said Glance. “Fambro, Alverson and 
Bergdahl have all advanced to the finals in 
all indoor meets so far this season. As a 
group (in terms of being point winners) 
they fall into the next category behind 
Nilsson, Broe, Emamaullee and MclIngvale.” 

Then there is Derrick Jones, a junior who 
with a heave of 60-9 won the weight throw 
this winter in a meet at Clemson, Jones and 
Fambro have the only two firsts in the in- 
door season for Alabama. Jones has also 
placed in the top three in every meet. He has 
the seventh best throw in the SEC (60-6 
3/4). “Derrick has been the big surprise so 
far,” said Glance. “I expect him to challenge 
the NCAA qualifying distance of 62-4.” 

John Williamson has also placed in the 
mile run and as a member of the relay 
teams. Troy Henderson has also been a part 
of relay teams that have placed. 

“Indoors is preparation for outdoors,” said 
Glance. “I consider our indoor season a suc- 
cess because about 90 percent of our people 
established personal bests, and as a coach 
that’s all | can hope for. Our number one 
goal for the outdoor season is for everyone 
to improve over what they did a year ago. If 
that happens, then let the chips fall where 
they may. 

“We expect our top four individuals, our 
hurdles people and Derrick to be scorers 
outdoors in the conference. The beauty is 
that we'll bring in a talented group of young, 
determined athletes to join the people we 
have. Our goal is to get better each year. | 
certainly expect our young men to accept 
the challenge that we've put out there for 
them, and so far they have. I also want to 
have a very strong academic team, and again 
so far those expectations have been lived up 
lo. 

“We've accomplished many of our goals 
already. I’m pretty optimistic about the start 
of the Harvey Glance era." 


ith no returning All-America or 

All-Southeastern Conference per- 

formers, “this will definitely be a 
rebuilding year,” said Fowler of the Crimson 
Tide women's team. The three best athletes 
Fowler has are Safiya Ingram, Delilah 
Dillard and Tabitha White. Ingram, a junior 
shot-putter, was fourth in the SEC and 19th 
in the nation. This year Ingram, a transfer 
from UNLV, provisionally qualified for the 
NCAA meet with a throw of 49-4 at LSU, 
good enough for first place. Ingram needs to 
add another 2-1 to automatically qualify. 
“Safiya is a rotational style thrower, meaning 
that she has a discus technique. That gives 
her more acceleration on her throw,” ex- 
plained Fowler, 

Dillard, a freshman and one of Fowler's 
first recruits, ran a 6.9] in the 55 meters at 
the Air Force Academy to provisionally 
qualify for nationals. “That's a fantastic time 


for her age,” said Fowler. Dillard is currently 
ranked 10th in the SEC and 22nd in the 
country. 

White, a sophomore, is a potential qualifi- 
er in the +00 meters. “Tabitha’s work ethic 
this year has made her as good as she is,” 
said Fowler. “She's just now figuring out just 
how talented she is. She definitely has the 
potential to make it to the national meet.” 

Ingram, Dillard and White are the heart of 
the Crimson Tide women’s track and field 
program. Referring to the threesome and the 
keys to their success so far Fowler said, “It 
comes down to the time, motivation and 
dedication within themselves to reach the 
goals that they have set for themselves. 
Because the rest of the team is so young, the 
three of them are examples for the rest of 
the team,” 

The team’s strongest area is the sprints, es- 
pecially the relay teams. Fowler said that 
Dillard, Darreia Pagott, Hilliary Stiefelmeyer 
and White make a good +x400-meter relay 
team, and Caroline Kerr (1200-meter leg), 
Alyson Mills (400 leg), Hilary Stiefelmeyer 
(800 leg) and Liz Lopacki (1600 leg) form a 
very good distance medley team. Fowler 
said that Lopacki was 12th in the SEC in 
cross country and is now “doing a fantastic 
job anchoring the medley relay team. As a 
group we have not run our best relay yet, 
but I expect that we will run some very good 
relays in the near future.” Shawn Parker has 
also run on Tide 4x400 indoor relay teams 
that have placed. 

Fowler said that the weakness of the team 
is in the jumps, where the Tide does not 
have anybody. “That hurts because it means 
that we score zero points in that area,” 
Fowler said, 

This year Fowler has a modest goal of 
“ending up somewhere in the middle of the 
pack at the SEC meet and qualifying some 
individuals and a relay or two for nationals.” 
However, she expects the program to get 
much better soon. 

“When you have one person qualify for 
nationals, it's like wildfire,” Fowler said. 
“After the first qualifier, other members of 
the team realize it's possible and you tend to 
get more and more down the road. 

“We have a whole bunch of very good ath- 
letes on the team now and we're going 
through a process where they are starting to 
learn what it takes to make it to the next 
level. We expect to get to the next level be- 
cause we have the facilities, a fantastic 
coaching stalf and great athletes to host in- 
coming recruits. We are getting so much 
support and backing from the administra- 
tion. (Athletic director) Bob Bockrath is just 
phenomenal. We can’t ask for a better mix. 
Iv's easy to recruit for Alabama. 

“We're going to have some big things hap- 
pen in the future. Look for the Tide in the 
future because we're going to be tough.” 
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Basketball Search: 


b 


by Kirk McNair 


Former Alabama player Mark Gottfried considered likely successor to David Hobbs 


Director Bob Bockrath had elected not to 

retain Men's Basketball Coach David 
Hobbs following this season. However, it 
was a bit of a surprise that Bockrath elected 
to announce the inevitable before the end of 
the season. One reason given for the an- 
nouncement on February 2 was in order to 
give Bockrath a head start on finding a suc- 
cessor. 

Alabama’s new men’s basketball coach is 
expected to be named by late March. 

Bockrath had at least one other surprise 
waiting. When he announced Hobbs’ dis- 
missal, he also announced that he had a 
“short list" in mind. Bockrath, who is work- 
ing without a search committee, later said 
his list included 13 names, which is hardly a 
short list. 

It was not a surprise that Bockrath admit- 
ted that Mark Gottfried was on that list. 
That was the only name the Alabama athlet- 
ics director has shared with the public. 
There’s a good reason for the mention of 
Gottfried. The former Tide basketball star 
who has an excellent coaching resume and 
reputation is the clear number one choice of 
Alabama basketball fans. 

Goutried might well be the choice at a 
number of schools. Alabama is not the only 
school that is going to be looking for a new 
basketball coach this year. Michigan is 


[ was no surprise that Alabama Athletics 


clusion of the basketball season. 


intercollegiate basketball in the future. 


MARCH "98/ BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Statement from Athletics Director Bob Bockrath 

After several days of discussions with David Hobbs regarding 
our basketball program, The University has made the decision 
to make a change in the basketball coaching staff at the con- 


I have asked David to continue as head basketball coach 
through the end of the season, and he has agreed to do so. 

I can’t begin to tell you how disappointed | am in having to 
come to this decision. I truly believe that David Hobbs is a 
very good coach and a great human being, | don’t know any- 
one who has endured more personal and professional adversity 
and still maintained his resolve and dedication to do his job. I 
am very proud of him and grateful for the opportunity to work 
with him. I have no doubt he will continue to be involved in 


The search for a replacement will begin immediately. My 
preference for our new coach would be someone who is cur- 
rently a head coach or who has had head coaching experience. 
Beyond that, we will go where the search takes us. 


Ie 


Mark Gottfried 


searching for a permanent replacement. So is 
Arizona State. One interesting rumor is that 
Gottfried is in the picture at Arizona State. 
Among those from whom Bockrath is report- 
edly getting information about candidates is 
Arizona Head Coach Lute Olson. The interest 
in Gottfried from his in-state competition 
might sway Olson's recommendation. 
Bockrath admitted that he has a football 


Statement from Head Basketball Coach David Hobbs 

I believe the two most important things you are given in life 
are your health and opportunity. 

While 1 disagree with Mr. Bockrath’s decision, | also want to 
say that | appreciate the confidence expressed by the adminis- 
tration back in 1992 when they gave me the opportunity to be 
the head basketball coach at The University of Alabama. Over 
the past six years there have been some very good times and 
some very tough times. I thank my staff for all their hard work 
and support through both. | also appreciate the fans that have 
supported me and stood by me through the good and the bad. 
1 wish Alabama basketball the best in the future. 


background and that he has approached bas- 
ketball men, including former Alabama Head 
Coach and current Kentucky Athletics 
Director C.M. Newton, for recommendations. 

If it weren't for a bit of timing, Gottfried 
might be completely out of the picture for 
Bama. Three years ago he was the number 
one assistant coach at UCLA as the Bruins 
won the national championship. At the end 
of that 1995 season, Gottfried accepted the 
job as head coach at Murray State. A couple 
of years later, UCLA Head Coach Jim 
Harrick was fired and his assistant was ele- 
vated to the number one position, Had 
Gottfried remained as an assistant for the 
Bruins, he would now be head coach at one 
of the nation’s premier basketball schools 
and Alabama likely would be ruing the im- 
possibility of attracting him. 

Throughout Alabama and around Murray, 
Kentucky, there is much talk of Gottfried re- 
turning to his alma mater as head coach. 
Almost every sportswriter and broadcaster 
involyed in coverage of Southeastern 
Conference basketball assumes that 
Gottfried will be Bama’s next coach. About 
the only one who won't talk about it is, nat- 
urally enough, Gottfried. He’s busy trying to 
coach his team to a third consecutive Ohio 
Valley Conference championship, He's doing 
a good job of it, too, with a 23-3 record 
through mid-February, the wins including 
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upsets of Arkansas and lowa State. 

Gottfried, 34, has three years remaining 
on his contract. 

Gottfried got a solid recommendation 
from his former head coach at UCLA, 
Harrick, now head coach at nationally- 
ranked Rhode Island, told the Mobile 
Register, “He is one of the brightest assistants 
I ever had, He knew the finer points of the 
game and the things that make you win, 
Mark was always studying tapes, reading 
books and studying other coaches. He al- 
ways had his eyes open for something new.” 

Gottlried first earned basketball attention 
playing at UMS-Wright Prep in Mobile. He 
earned a scholarship to Oral Roberts 
University in Tulsa, Oklahoma, but after a 
year transferred to Alabama. After sitting 
out a season he started for three years, 98 
consecutive games, 1985-87, and Alabama 
had records of 23-10, 24-9 and 28-5 (the 
last an Alabama record for victories) and 
reached the Sweet 16 of the NCAA 
Tournament all three years. That 1987 team 
went 16-2 in SEC play and won both regular 
season and SEC Tournament champi- 
onships. He was Alabama's student-athlete 
of the year and an Academic All-SEC choice, 


Although he averaged only about 10 points 
per game [or his career, he still holds a num- 
ber of Tide records, including most three- 
point field goals in a game (eight), best 
three-point shooting percentage for a game 
and for a career, and most steals in an NCAA 
Tournament game. 

Although Gottfried was drafted by the 
Detroit Pistons, he knew his basketball fu- 
ture was in coaching, Instead of going to the 
NBA, Gottfried went to UCLA as a graduate 
assistant, earned his master’s degree, and 
moved up to a full-time job. He was an out- 
standing recruiter, landing the nation’s num- 
ber one prospect, Charles O'Bannon, in 
1993, then turning in the nation’s top-ranked 
recruiting class in 1994. He spent a year with 
Athletes In Action in 1989 as a player, then 
as head coach of an AIA team that went 10- 
3. He has also conducted numerous summer 
camps, including one in Tuscaloosa. 

Murray State Athletics Director E.W. 
Dennison told the Register, “We love Mark. 
He fits into this community well. He does 
more than just win basketball games. I’m 
smart enough to know I'm nol going to keep 
Mark Gottfried forever. Ils reality Alabama 
would be a big job.” 
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Gottfried comes from a family steeped in 
athletics. His father, Joe, is director of athlet- 
ics at South Alabama. His uncle, Mike, a for- 
mer college head football coach, is now an 
expert commentator for ESPN. 

Gottfried has already proved he can recruit 
in Alabama. Three of his starters, including 
star Isaac Spender, are [rom Alabama. 

Mark and his wile, the former Elizabeth 
Kozel of Birmingham, have five children. 


hen Bockrath hired Mike DuBose 

as Bama’s head football coach, he 

gave the people what they want- 
ed. Now he can say, “I hired the man you 
wanted and he gave us a 4-7 record. Now 
I'm going to hire my man.” 

That doesn’t mean Bockrath will by-pass 
Goutried, whose name clearly must be at 
the top of any “list.” However, it is not 

the only name, Denials notwithstanding, 
there is a belief that University President Dr. 
Andrew Sorenson wants a black head men’s 
basketball coach and that Bockrath, natural- 
ly, will accede to his boss's wish. Alabama 
has been mostly (many years entirely) a 
black basketball team except for the coach 
and its unlikely there would be any resis- 
tance from the majority of Alabama basket- 
ball fans to having a black head coach, 
However, there would be resentment to hir- 
ing a man just because he’s black if he is not 
the best coach available 

Most of those trying to come up with a 
wish list include a number of blacks. The 
obvious favorite is Ole Miss Head Coach 
Rob Evans because of the spectacular suc- 
cess he has had at Mississippi, where there is 
nothing to suggest basketball could survive, 
much less excel. Realistically, Bama probably 
can't get Evans, who has a good situation al 
Ole Miss and is likely to have the opportuni- 
ty to be head coach at a high-profile basket- 
ball school where little or no rebuilding will 
be involved. Alabama also will not be able to 
attract high profile black coaches Nolan 
Richardson of Arkansas, Tubby Smith of 
Kentucky and John Thompson of 
Georgetown, to name three of a handful. 

A name regularly thrown about in 
Alabama coaching discussion insofar as 
black candidates is Ricardo Patton, currently 
the head coach at Colorado. In his first year 
with the Buffaloes, last year, Patton’s team 
set a school record with 22 victories and a 
berth in the NCAA Tournament, However, 
Colorado is back at about the .500 level this 
year 

Patton, 39, is a native of Nashville and 
played junior college basketball at John C. 
Calhoun Community College in Decatur. He 
completed his education at Belmont College 
in Nashville, where he was a small college 
All-America. He earned a master's degree at 
Trevecca Nazarene in Nashville. His educa- 
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tion also includes holding a black belt in Tae 
Kwon Do. 

He was assistant coach at Colorado for 
three years before being named interim head 
coach midway through the 1995-96 season. 
Prior to that he had been an assistant coach 
at Tennessee State, Arkansas-Little Rock and 
Middle Tennessee State. 

There is one high-profile black coach who 
is likely to be willing to move. Mike Jarvis 
has been head coach at George Washington 
since 1990-91 and he has performed mira- 
cles for the Colonials. However, most be- 
lieve he will fill the vacancy at Michigan. 

Jarvis, 50, has a distinctive beard and bald 
head that make him known to basketball 
fans. Basketball coaches recognize that he 
took a program that had enjoyed no winning 
seasons in seven years and giving them seven 
consecutive winning years, appearances in 
both the NCAA and NIT tournaments. 
However, it is a regular season game thal 
most defines his coaching. His team was the 
first to go into Massachusetts and beat the 
Minutemen in their arena. At the time in 
1995, UMass was ranked number one in the 
nation. Just to show it wasn't a fluke, George 
Washington did it again the next year. 

He was a successful high school coach 
(with Patrick Ewing as his center), an assis- 
tant with the Boston Celtics, and head coach 
at Boston University for five years (101-51). 

A more likely black head coach lor Bama 
might be James Green, now in his second sea- 
son at Southern Miss, Green is a former assis- 
tant coach under Hobbs at Alabama, He is 
given primary credit for the recruitment of 
two great players under Hobbs, Antonio 
McDyess and Eric Washington, both of whom 
went on to be first round NBA dralt choices. 

A native of Mississippi, Green played [or 
Bob Weltlich at Ole Miss, where he earned 
his degree in 1983. After coaching four 
years at the high school level, Green joined 
Tim Floyd at Idaho. From there he went 
with Kermit Davis to Texas A@M. Davis was 
fired in an NCAA scandal, but Green was 
unscathed and was kept on the stalf by Tony 
Barone. 

Next stop was Tuscaloosa, a \wo-year slay 
under Hobbs in 1992 and 1993. He then 
joined Floyd again as assistant head coach at 
lowa State. Prior to last season he was 
named head coach at Southern Miss. 

Just because a coach is black doesn’t mean 
he can't be bad. That's why Tulane's Perry 
Clark, once considered a hot commodity, 
isn’t on anyone's known list. 


here have been numerous endorse- 
ments of two former Crimson Tide 
players, both black and both experi- 
enced coaches, but neither has head coach- 
ing experience at the college level. In faet, 
TR. Dunn, despite being one of the greatest 


MARCH '98/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


players in the history of Alabama basketball 
and a successful player and assistant coach 
in the National Basketball Association, has 
no college coaching experience. Robert “Rah 
Rah” Scott is in his first year as a college as- 
sistant at Alabama-Birmingham, and his 
head coaching experience is at the high 
school level, where he was extremely suc- 
cessful at Birmingham West End. 

Dunn, who was inducted into the Alabama 
Sports Hall of Fame, was a defensive special- 
ist for the Denver Nuggets, which ordinarily 
is nol an appreciated trait in pro basketball. 
However, Dunn had his jersey retired and he 
is extremely popular as an assistant coach for 
the Nuggets. He also had a stint as an assis- 
tant coach at Charlotte. Most consider Dunn 
to be on track to be a head coach in the NBA, 
where there is no recruiling and where 
coaching and discipline (not to mention pay) 
are far different than at the college level. 

Scout has a smattering of recruiting experi- 
ence, but it was mostly recruiting his former 
players from West End. A more likely sce- 
nario is that Alabama’s next head coach 
might hire Scott as an assistant, 

There's another name trom the 
Birmingham area getting a lot of support for 


the Alabama job. Duane Reboul has been ex- 
traordinarily successful at the NAIA level as 
he has directed the Birmingham-Southern 
College program for the past nine years. His 
teams have won two national champi- 
onships and were ranked number one in the 
nation this year when the Panthers started 
the season with 20 consecutive victories. He 
has won about 85 per cent of his games at 
Birmingham-Southern. 

A native of New Orleans, Reboul earned his 
undergraduate degree at New Orleans and his 
master’s from Mississippi State. He was a suc- 
cesslul high school coach and an assistant at 
both New Orleans and Mississippi State. At 
Birmingham-Southern he has been national 
coach of the year. The big minus for Reboul 
is that Bockrath is interested in a coach who 
puts fans in the stands and, despite great suc- 
cess, Birmingham-Southern has not had good 
fan support. 

Other names have been suggested as pos- 
sibly being on Bockrath’s “short list.” They 
include Bob Bender of Washington, Pete 
Gillen of Providence, Butt Peterson of 
Appalachian State, Kelvin Sampson of 
Oklahoma, and Jimmy Collins of Illinois- 
Chicago. 
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DREAMLAND BAR ¢ Be QUE NOW 


SHIPPING RIBS! 


John “Big Daddy” Bishop is proud to 
announce that you can now have our USDA 
inspected ribs sent right to your door. 


Rib Packages 
(shipped UPS 2nd Day Air) 
3 slabs $89.99 
5 slabs $124.99 
10 slabs $239.99 


Sauce Packages 


(Shipped UPS Ground) 


$34.00 
$67.00 
$98.00 


4 qts 
8 gts 
12 qts 


All packages include shipping. 
All rib packages include sauce and fresh Sunbeam bread. 
Overnight shipping available. 


Call 1-800-752-0544 


Visit our website at www.dreamlandbbq.com/ribs 
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SCORECARD 


Curious 

Alice couldn't have found anything more 
strange in Wonderland than the situation re- 
garding Alabama Assistant Basketball Coach 
Tyrone Beaman, 

Hours before Alabama tipped off against 
Tennessee, Beaman’s alma mater, on January 
28, Athletics Director Bob Bockrath an- 
nounced that Beaman had been suspended 
for “possible violations of UA and athletics 
department policy,” with an addendum that 
there would be no more comment. There 
was a little more comment, including the 
tact that Marie Robbins, who is associate ath- 
letics director for compliance, was involved 
in the investigation into the “possible viola- 
tions.” There were also reports that the mat- 
ter would be handled quickly, 

It wasn't handled quickly, In mid-February 
there was an announcement that Bockrath 
hoped to settle the situation following a 
meeting with Beaman on February 17, 
However, it turned out Beaman was in 
Virginia. Beaman didn't return to Tuscaloosa 
to meet with Bockrath, though. He showed 
up in Athens, Georgia, on February 18 and 
sat on the bench with the Crimson Tide. He 
was also accompanied by two lawyers, one 
his and one representing Tide Head Coach 
David Hobbs, who has been fired effective 
the end of this season, even though he has 
two years remaining on his contract, 
Alabama's assistant coaches, including 
Beaman, will also be without jobs. 

So who lifted Beaman’s suspension? 
According to Beaman and Bockrath, 
Alabama's attorneys did, They FAXed a letter 
to Beaman’s attorney on February LO saying 
that Bockrath would reinstate Beaman that 
day. However, since Bockrath couldn't meet 
face-to-face with Beaman, he thought the 
matter would be delayed. 

An athletics department spokesman said 
that Beaman had been reinstated to coach, but 
that he was still prohibited from recruiting 
‘even though no NCAA yiolations are in- 
volved.” And Alabama Assistant Coach Bob 
Marlin is still marginally involved in recruit- 
ing, even though recruiting supposedly ended 
with the announcement of Hobbs’ dismissal. 
The spokesman also said that even though 
Bockrath had said there would be a clarifying 
stalement following Beaman’s reinstatement, 
that thus far there has been no statement. 

The spokesman did say that Beaman’s as- 
sertion that he did not know what he was 
suspended for was not true. 


Walk-Ons 

Although there could be changes, it appears 
Alabama is going to have some quality non- 
scholarshipped football players join a large 
list of signees this year. No fewer than three 
highly-regarded prospects have announced 
they intend to walk on at Alabama this lall. 

The most interesting walk-on is tight end 
Hunter Williams (6-6, 245) of Lawrence 
County High School in Moulton. In 
December, Williams committed to Ole Miss. 
After committing to the Rebels, he turned 
down scholarship offers to Vanderbilt and 
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Southern Miss. However, when it came time 
for Williams to make his official visit to 
Mississippi, he found out the Rebs wouldn't 
have a scholarship for him after all. He called 
Vandy, but they had committed all their 
scholarships, Then he called Alabama about 
walking on. He made an official visit to 
Alabama and decided he would join the Tide. 
Williams, a 4.0 student who had 26 catches 
for 325 yards and eight touchdowns, later 
heard from Ole Miss and from Vanderbilt 
with scholarship offers, but he said he will 
walk on at Alabama. 

The Tide also has commitments from a pair 
of top kickers. Place-kicker Mark 
Wisniewski of Jacksonville, Florida, had a 
61-yard lield goal for Bishop Kenny High 
School. He hit seven of 12 field goal attempts 
and 20 of 21 extra point kicks. He kicked off 
35 umes with 29 going for touchbacks. He 
had recruiting trips scheduled to Florida and 
Auburn and had a scholarship offer from 
Central Florida. Punter Brian Barlow of 
Copiah-Lincoln Junior College in Mississippi 
ranked second in the nation with 60 punts 
for a 43,5 average. He had been an all-state 
punter as a prep player at Mendenhall in 
Mississippi, where he was also his team’s 
quarterback. He is also a left-handed pitcher 
who has had some contact from Tide 
Baseball Coach Jim Wells. Barlow turned 
down a scholarship offer to Temple to walk 
on at Bama, 

There is a possibility that quarterback Brett 
Turnbull (6-4, 205) of Fairhope and punter 
Lane Bearden of Pelham will also walk on at 
Bama this fall. 

Additionally, there are rumors. that a quar- 
terback from Las Vegas, Nevada, could be 
walking on with the Tide. He is Jay Stubbs, 
son of new Tide Quarterbacks Coach Charlie 
Stubbs, 


NCAA “Violation” 

Alabama's football staff had to take some 
steps to avoid a possible NCAA recruiting vi- 
olation, University of Florida officials no- 
liced a story in the Orlando Sentinel about of- 
fensive line prospect Brett Williams of 
Kissimmee, Florida, and alerted Alabama of- 
ficials about the possibility of a violation. 
Williams, who eventually signed with 
Florida State, went on a deer hunt while on 
his official visit to Alabama, He killed an 
eight-point buck and sent it to a trophy shop 
for taxidermy. 

When Alabama coaches made a visit to 
Williams at his home, they delivered his deer 
head to him. The potential violation is that 
Williams received an extra benefit: he did 
not have to pay for the shipping of the deer 
head, 

To make everything right with the NCAA, 
Alabama billed Williams $30 for shipping, 


All-Stars 

The teams have been announced for the 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game, to be 
played on June 20 at Ladd Memorial Stadium 
in Mobile. Both of Bama’s Mississippi signees, 
wide receiver Freddie Milons of Starkville and 


delensive back Reggie Myles of Pascagoula, 
will be on that state’s all-star team, 

Alabama's all-star team has some oddities. 
For instance, Sam Collins broke a handful of 
all-time Alabama high school receiving 
records, but the Fayette County star was not 
selected for the game. It was also odd that 
one of the state's top defensive linemen, 
Rashad Moore of Huntsville Johnson, who 
signed with Tennessee, was not selected. 
Neither was the state’s all-time leading rush- 
er, Mac Campbell of Alexandria, who signed 
with Alabama-Birmingham. 

A handful of Crimson Tide signees will be 
a part of the Alabama all-star team, They in- 
clude quarterback Tyler Watts of Pelham, 
tailback Shontua Ray of Montevallo, fullback 
Marvin Constant of Tuscaloosa Central, of- 
fensive lineman Marico Portis of Prichard 
Vigor, offensive lineman Bart Raulston of 
Sylvania, and Darius Gilbert of Oxford, who 
was named as a defensive back although he 
is a linebacker, 

The punter for the Alabama team will be 
Lane Bearden of Pelham, whom many be- 
lieve intends to walk on at Bama, 

Players who were good enough to be 
signed by Alabama but not good enough to 
be selected for the all-star game in addition 
1o Collins include quarterback Luke Tucker 
of Fayette County, defensive back Damien 
Jones of Prichard Vigor, tight end Terry Jones 
Jr. of Tuscaloosa Central (who, in truth, 
should not have been selected since he did 
not play football his senior season), offensive 
lineman Ray Marshall of Montevallo, and 
linebacker Theo Sanders of Shades Valley. 
Also, tight end Hunter Williams of Moulton, 
who was olfered scholarships by two 
Southeastern Conference teams and who will 
walk on at Alabama, was not selected. 


A Look At Other Signees 

Almost every Alabama fan knows that 
February 4 was national signing day. 
However, it wasn't signing day for every 
sport, Winter and spring sports have an early 
signing period in November and a late sign- 
ing period beginning in April. So the 
February 4 date was for football and other 
fall sports. Those other fall sports are yolley- 
ball and soccer, and both sports added new 
perlormers this year, 

Volleyball Coach Judy Green added two 
players who are also excellent students, both 
members of the National Honor Society. 
Lexee Alexander, 5-10, is from Greeley, 
Colorado, where she was a four-year letter- 
man, two-time captain and all-state as a se- 
nior at Greeley West, She also performed lor 
the Colorado Extreme club team. Jen 
Wagner, 5-10, is from Hope, Indiana, where 
she also competed in track and basketball. 
She was a second team all-state performer in 
volleyball at Columbus East High School. 
She also competed for Circle City Volleyball 
Club. 

Coach Don Staley’s Bama soccer teams 
have always featured good goalkeepers, and 
that trend should continue alter he signed 
the goalkeeper for the national team of 
England, Rachel Brown, 5-7, of Burnley, 
England, Staley also won a recruiting war 
with the nation’s most dominant soccer 
team, North Carolina, in landing 5-7 for- 
ward/sweeper Dawn Battle of Stone 
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Mountain, Georgia. Other new Tiders are for- 
ward/middle fielder Kathleen Motheral, 4-11, 
of Fort Worth, Texas; middlefielder/forward 
Ellen Sanders, 5-3, of Lynchburg, Virginia; 
and. lorward/middle fielder Danielle Watson, 
5-5, of Mantua, New Jersey. 


Looking Ahead 

More than one source has suggested that 
next year will be an excellent one for football 
recruiters in the state of Alabama. For nearly 
two decades we have provided an early look 
al the upcoming prospects in Alabama, Here 
is a look at some who will be listed by most 
of the recruiting publications next year: 

Quarterbacks/athletes Victor Horn of 
Huntsville Johnson, Rodney Lowery of 
Luverne, Brent Speigner of Vestavia Hills: 
wide receivers/defensive backs Deandre 
Green and Antoine Hill of Prichard Blount, 
Zack Fletcher of Moulton Lawrence County, 
Leonard Fulgham of Montevallo, Anthony 
Williams of Daphne, Demetrius Stockdale of 
Tuscaloosa Central; running backs Mario 
Robbins of Mobile Davidson, Michael Owens 
ol Tuscumbia Deshler, Ronnie Ricks of 
Leighton Colbert County, Golinsky Smith of 
Sylacauga, Vincent Scales of Athens, 
Casinious Moore of Anniston, Dwone Hicks 
of Huntsville Lee, Carlow James of 
Demopolis, Roderick Spivey of Alexander 
City Benjamin Russell, Randy Vickers of 
Athens, Chad Grimes of Sweet Water. 

Tight ends Robert Johnson of Montgomery 
Jeff Davis, Lennie Day of Mobile Baker, Heath 
Owens of Fort Payne, Clay Cleveland of 
Daphne, Linebackers William Orr of 
Albertville, Antuan Trail of Montgomery 
Carver, John Bibb of Tuscaloosa Central, 
Courtney Stcel of Tuscaloosa County. 
Defensive ends Jeremy Walker of Prattville, 
Peter Paul of Moody, Atlas Herrion of 
Daphne, Brett Bucher of Huntsville Lee. 

Defensive linemen DeMarco McNeil of 
Prichard Blount, Kenny King of Daphne, 
Justin Coleman of Demopolis, Desmond 
Sturdivant of York Sumter County, Byron 
Rembert of Birmingham West End, Robert 
Branch of Tuscaloosa Central, Carlos Battle of 
Sylacauga: Ted Biel of Grand Bay. Offensive 
linemen Randall Shoultz of Jackson, Dante 
Ellington of Leighton Colbert County, Troy 
Ragland of Huntsville Johnson, Kendall Paige 
of Greensboro, Ryan Ray of Trinity, Darryl 
Lewis and Bo Hines of Tuscaloosa Central, 
Wesley Garman of Attalla Etowah County, 
Josh Billue of Guntersville, Rory Jones of Fort 
Payne, Grant LeCroix of Athens, David 
Montz of Plantersville Dallas County, Lou 
Willis of Bessemer Jess Lanier, Allen Mims of 
Bay Minette Baldwin County: Place-kicker 
Danny Haynes of Killen Brooks. 


Another Break 

In a season in which little has gone right for 
Men’s Basketball Coach David Hobbs, the 
Tide lost its second player for the season with 
a fracture. The injury to 6-8 freshman for- 
ward Alfred Moss came, fittingly, on Friday, 
the 13th of February. Moss, a native of 
Newnan, Georgia, who had seen only limited 
action, suffered a fracture of the radial head 
of his right elbow in a practice session. The 
injury required Dr, Les Fowler, Bama’ team 
orthopedic surgeon, to operate. Earlier this 
year Bama had lost forward Chris Rollins 
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Tide Football Schedule Changed 


The Southeastern Conference has re-arranged Alabama’s 1998 [ootball schedule because of a 
conflict in the date of the Crimson Tide's game against Arkansas in Fayetteville. Although dates 
of three games were changed, there were no changes in the opponents or in the sites of games. 

The Alabama-Arkansas game at Fayetteville had been listed on Bama’ schedule for September 
19, because Alabama had a signed contract with Arkansas to have the game on that date. 
However, it was not convenient for Arkansas to have the game that day, so the Razorbacks went 
to the SEC to get the game changed. No problem, In recent years there is precedent in the SEC 
office in how to handle a schedule problem: Screw Alabama. That's the reason Bama had to play 
consecutive road football games at LSU, why Florida did not have to make up a missed (but not 
forfeited) baseball series, why Alabama’s women’s basketball team had to play eight road games 
against only six home games this year. Schedules of league games are made by the SEC office, 
The SEC made the changes in Alabama's schedule to put the game on September 26, Alabama 
also had to change dates of the East Carolina and Ole Miss games. [t would have been a much 
simpler solution to move the Alabama-Ole Miss and the Alabama-Tennessee games up one week 
each (putting Alabama and Tennessee on the third Saturday in October), but that would have 
meant Tennessee wouldn't have an open date between Georgia and Alabama, and under 


Commissioner Roy Kramer nothing is done that might upset Tennessee. 

The East Carolina game in Birmingham has been moved from September 26 to October 17, 
while the Mississippi game in Tuscaloosa has been moved from October 17 to October 10, 
Both Alabama and Ole Miss had open dates on October 10. 

Alabama's open date will now be September 19, the third week of the season, and Bama will 
finish with nine consecutive weekends of games. No other SEC team will have this hardship, 

Game times will be announced later. The season-opening Alabama-Brigham Young game 
from Bryant-Denny Stadium on September 5 may be selected for evening telecast by ESPN. 

Although there has been no official announcement, it is believed that Ole Miss will be 


Alabama's homecoming opponent. 
The 1998 Alabama Football Schedule 

Brigham Young 
Vanderbilt 
Open 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Ole Miss 
East Carolina 
Tennessee 
Southern Miss 
LSU 
Mississippi St. 
Auburn 


with a [fractured wrist. Moss had played in 
only six games and averaged 2.7 points and 
1.2 rebounds before suffering his injury. 


Televised Baseball 

The Alabama baseball team is scheduled for 
two regional appearances on FOX 
SportsSouth this year. The Tide’s Saturday, 
April 1, home game against Tennessee and 
Bama’s Saturday, April 18, contest at LSU, are 
both scheduled for telecast at 2 p.m. CDT. 
FOX SportsSouth will also telecast the SEC 
Baseball Tournament from the Hoover Met 
May 15-17. 


Redshirts 

The jury is still out on whether outfielder 
Chris Reier, who is also a member of the 
Crimson Tide football team, will be redshirt- 
ed by Baseball Coach Jim Wells this year. 
However, Wells has announced that he will 
hold out three freshmen: first baseman Major 
Allred of McCalla and pitchers Jay Jackson of 
Opp and Jeremy Vaughn of Pensacola, 
Florida. 


Baseball “Violation” 

The NCAA has come up with an excellent 
way to encourage athletes to be less than 
honest. In signing a routine eligibility form, 
Alabama senior catcher Matt Frick acknowl- 
edged that he had spoken with a family friend 
prior to the June, 1997, Major League 


Tuscaloosa 
Birmingham 


Fayetteville 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Birmingham 
Knoxville 
Tuscaloosa 
Baton Rouge 
Starkville 
Birmingham 


Baseball draft, but did not commit in writing 
and did not receive anything, He was not 
drafted (although he had been drafted by the 
Boston Red Sox following the 1996 season). 

According to NCAA rules, Frick had made 
an oral commitment with an agent and it is a 
technical violation of NCAA rules. The penal- 
ty is that he had to sit out 10 per cent of 
Alabama's scheduled games, which was the 
first six games ol the season. 


Harry Caray 

Legendary baseball announcer Harry Caray 
died on February 18 at the age of 77. At the 
time of his death he was an announcer [or the 
Chicago Cubs, but he had also been the an- 
nouncer for the St. Louis Cardinals for 25 
years and for the Chicago White Sox for 11 
years before joining the Cubs in 1982. He had 
been an announcer since 1941, shortly after 
turning down a baseball scholarship to 
Alabama so he could go to work. 


Spring Schedule 

Alabama's soccer team will play a limited 
spring schedule of road games, starting with a 
February 28 match at Clemson. Bama will 
also participate in a tournament at Alabama- 
Birmingham on March 7, meet Vanderbilt and 
Tennessee in matches at Chattanooga March 
14, participate in a tournament at Ole Miss 
March 21, and meet Auburn in Montgomery 
at 7 p.m, Saturday; April 18. 
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1997-98 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Men’s Basketball 


UA 


Puerto 
60 


Opponent Opp. 
Marathon Oil (Exh.) 72 
Slovakia Chemosvil (Exh.) 50) 


North Texas 61 
@ Minnesota 

Jacksonville State 
Rico Holiday Classic @ San Juan 


Georgia Tech 62 
American University PR 88 
Wichita State 58 
Texas AWM 64 
@ Boston University 33 
Florida International 68 
Tulane @ Birmingham 76 (OT) 
Alabama State 61 


All-College Tournament @ Oklahoma City 


77 


Sam Houston State 58 
Oklahoma 79 
Mississippi State 36 
@ LSU (Jelferson-Pilot) 7 
Ole Miss (CBS) 74 
Vanderbilt Jefferson Pilot) 72 
@ Auburn (Jefferson Pilot) o4 
Kentucky @ Louisville 70 
@ Arkansas 77 
Tennessee 84+ 
Auburn 62 
@ Ole Miss 75 
@ South Carolina (Jeff Pilot) 74 
Florida 66 
@ Georgia 78 
LSU (Fox SportSouth 60 
@ Mississippi State TBA 
Arkansas (Jeflerson Pilot) 3:00 


Southeastern Conference Tournament 


March 5-8 @ Atlanta 


TBA 


Men’s Swimming 


UA Opponent Opp. 
81 Delta State 31 
6+ Northeast Louisiana 47 
Oct, 24- Collegiate Aqua Sports All Day 
Oct, 25  @ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Oct. 30- Diving World Trials All Day 
Noy. 1 @ Athens, Georgia 
87 =LSU 154 
Nov. 14-16Auburn Invitational All Day 
Dec. 4+- United States Open All Day 
Dec. 6 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 
Jan, 2- Georgia Diving All Day 
Jan. 4+ @ Athens, Georgia 
70 Georgia 177 
109 South Carolina 127 
99.5 @ Florida 188.5 
112) @ Auburn 137 
Feb. 15- SEC Diving All Day 
Feb. 17 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 18- SEC Championships All Day 
Feb. 21 @ Gainesville, Fla. 6th 
March 7 Last Chance @ Auburn All Day 
March 26- NCAA Championships All Day 
March 28 @ Auburn 
April 22- US Diving All Day 
April 26 TBA 
28 


Women’s Basketball 


UA Opponent Opp. 
82. Baltic All-Stars (exh.) 55 
88 Shelen of Russia (exh.) 68 

Women’s Pre-Season NIT 
9] Furman 41 
66 @ Nebraska 74 


Hawaii Invitational @ Honolulu 


91 Marshall 62 
58 lowa Staic 61 
77 Indiana 70 
104 Samford 43 
94 Akron 53 


Leggs Classic @ Las Cruces, New Mexico 


87 Stephen F Austin 89 
7+ Elon 49 
62 @ Florida 70 
SL. Joseph's Invitational @ Philadelphia 
79 Baston College 70 (OT) 
69 St. Joseph's 74+ (OT) 
64+ @ South Carolina 54 
62 Auburn 46 
90 @ Arkansas 102 (OT) 
82 @ Mississippi 62 
85 Mississippi State 69 
74 @ Northwestern State 68 
62 Kentucky 56 
67 @LSU 54 
66 @ Tennessee (SportSouth) 73 
73 ~LSU 51 
80 North Carolina-Charlowte 74 
90 Georgia (ESPN2) 77 
62 @ Auburn 45 
73 “Florida 5] 
87 @ Georgia Southern 48 
79 @Vanderbilt 81 


Southeastern Conlerence Tournament 
Feb. 26-March | @ Columbus, Georgia TBA 


Women’s Swimming 


UA 

68 

68 

Oct, 24- 
Oct, 25 
Oct, 30- 
Now. 1 
105 
Nov. 1+ 


Feb. 28 
March 19- 
March 21 
April 22- 
April 26 


Opponent Opp. 
Delta State 39 
Northeast Louisiana 33 
Collegiate Aqua Sports All Day 
@ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Diving World Trials All Day 
@ Athens, Georgia 

LSU 135 
Auburn Invitational All Day 
United States Open All Day 
@ Indianapolis, Indiana 

Georgia Diving All Day 
@ Athens, Georgia 

Georgia 156 
South Carolina 97 
@ Florida 177 
@ Auburn lol 
SEC Diving All Day 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Championships — All Day 
@ Gainesville, Fla, 7th 


Last Chance @ Auburn All Day 
NCAA Championships All Day 
@ Minneapolis, Minnesota 

US Diving All Day 
TBA 


Gymnastics 
Date/. Opponent Time (CT)/ 
UA Opp. 
192.3. @ Minnesota 192.925 
195.65 Georgia 196.55 
193.825 @ Auburn 190.45 
195.75 Penn State 193.125 
195.8 Florida 194.775 
196.5 @ Georgia 197.9 
195.575 @ Kentucky 193.75 
Feb. 27 Alabama Invitational 7:00 


(Arizona State, Massachusetts, North 


March 6 
March 14 
March 21 


April 4 
April 16- 
April 18 


Carolina State) 
Penn State & LSU@LSU 7:00 
Utah State 7:00 
SEC Championships 
@ Baton Rouge 
NCAA Central Regional 
NCAA Championships 
@ Los Angeles 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 16- 
Jan, 24 
Jan. 30- 
Jan. 31 
Jan. 31- 
Feb. 1 
Feb, 13- 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 28- 
March | 
March 6- 
March 7 
March 13- 
March 14 


Result 
2nd of 5 


Event 

@ Clemson Indoor 
@ LSU Purple Tiger 
Rocky Mountain Cup 

@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Terrier Classic 

@ Boston 

Butler Invitational 

@ Indianapolis, Ind. 

SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 

USATF Championships 

@ Atlanta 

NCAA Championships 

@ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 
Jan, 17 


Jan. 24 
Jan. 30- 
Jan. 31 
jan. 31- 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 7 


Feb, 13- 
Feb. 14 
Feb, 28- 
March | 
March 13- 
March |4 


Track 


Event Result 
Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. 6th of 11 


@ LSU Purple Tiger 
Rocky Mountain Cup 

@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Terrier Classic 

@ Boston 

Barnett Bank Invitational 
@ Gainesville, Fla, 

Butler Invitational 

@ Indianapolis, Ind, 

SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 

NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis, Ind. 
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1998 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
15 Houston 5 
4 Houston 2 
8 Houston 4+ 
5 Nicholls State 3 
12 Nicholls State 3 
6 Ark-Little Rock 3 
+ Ark-Little Rock I 


20 Ark-Litthe Rock 3 
Feb, 24 Louisiana Tech 7:00 
Feb, 25 Louisiana Tech 2:00 
Feb, 27 @ Cal-Fullerton 9:00 


Feb, 28 @ Cal-Fullerton 9:00 
Mar. 1 @Cal-Fullerton 3:00 
Mar.3 Mercer 7:00 
Mar.4+ Mercer 2:00 
Mar. 6 Florida 7:00 
Mar.7 Florida 2:00 
Mar. 8 Florida 2:00 
Mar. 11 @ South Alabama 6:30 
Mar, 13 @ Georgia 6:00 
Mar, 14 @ Georgia 1:00 
Mar. 15 @ Georgia 1:00 


Mar. 17 Eastern Illinois 7:00 
Mar. 20 @ South Carolina 6:00 
Mar. 2] @ South Carolina 6:00 
Mar. 22 @ South Carolina 1:00 
Mar, 24+ Southern Miss 7:00 
Mar, 27 Mississippi State 7:00 
Mar, 28 Mississippi State 2:00 
Mar. 29 Mississippi State 2:00 
Mar. 31 @ Southern Miss 6:30 


April I Samford 7:00 
April 3 @ Arkansas 7:00 
April4 @ Arkansas 2:00 
April 5 @ Arkansas 1:00 


April 7 North Alabama 7:00 
April'8 Jacksonville State 7:00 


April 10 Tennessee 7:00 
April 11 Tennessee 2:00 
April 12 Tennessee 2:00 
April 15 @ Troy State 7:00 
April 17 @ LSU 7:00 
April 18 @ LSU 4:00 
April 19 @ LSU 1:00 
April 21 South Alabama 7:00 
April 22 @ UAB 6:05 
April 24 Ole Miss 7:00 
April 25 Ole Miss 2:00 
April 26 Ole Miss 2:00 
April 29 UAB 7:00 


May 1 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
May2 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
May 3 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 


May 8 Auburn 7:00 
May9 Auburn 2:00 
May 10 Auburn 2:00 


May l4- SEC Tournament 
May 17 @ Hoover Met 

May 21- NCAA Regionals 
May 24 @ campus sites 

May 29- College World Series 
June 6 @ Omaha 


All times central 


Softball 


Date/’ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
Arizona State Classic 
15 Detroit Merey 0 
6 Utah 4 (8 innings) 
0 Fresno State 8 
+ UNLV 8 
2 Arizona State 5 


Feb. 27- Bama Bash 

Mar. 1 (Alabama, Austin 
Peay, Centennary, Eastern 
Kentucky, Northeastern 
Illinois, UT-Chattanooga, Texas 
Tech, Wisconsin) 

Mar. 5- @ South Florida Classic 
Mar.8 (Alabama plays Ball 
State, Florida, lowa State, 
Michigan, Temple) 


Mar. 10 @ Samford 5:00 
Mar. 11 Siena 5:00 
Mar. 13 Arkansas 5:00 
Mar. 14 Arkansas 1:00 
Mar. 17 Louisiana Tech 2:00 
Mar. 21 @ Kentucky 1:00 


Mar. 22 @ Tennessee 1:00 
Mar. 25 Georgia Southern 5:00 
Mar. 27-@ Georgia Tech Invite 
Mar. 29 (Alabama plays 
Mercer, Middle Tennessee, New 
Mexico, South Florida) 


Mar, 3] @ Florida 6:00 
April 4 Mississippi 1:00 
April 5 Mississippi 1:00 
April8 @ Auburn 2:00 
April 17 @ Miss. State 6:00 
April 18 Miss. State 4:00 


April 20 Georgia Tech 3:00 
April 25 South Carolina — 1:00 


April 26 Georgia 1:00 
April 29 Auburn 5:00 
May2 LSU 1:00 
May3 LSU 1:00 
May 8- SEC Tournament 

May 10 TBA 


May 15- NCAA Regionals 
May 17 campus sites 

May 21- College World Series 
May 25 @ Oklahoma City 


Other than tournament games 
all games are doubleheaders. 
Home games played at Bowers 
Park. 


All times central 
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Men’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
7 Troy State 0 
6 Georgia State ] 
ri Southern Miss 0 
Feb. 5-8 National Indoor 

5 @ Georgia Tech 2 
3 Northwestern ~ 


@ Atlanta 
Feb. 19- National Team Indoor 
Feb. 22 @ Louisville 


Feb. 25. @ UAB 2:30 
Mar.2 Miami 2:30 
Mar.7 Georgia 1:00 
Mar.9 Florida 2:30 
Mar. 14+ @Tennessee 12:00 
Mar. 17 Kentucky 2:30 


Mar. 19- Blue-Gray 

Mar, 22 @ Montgomery 

Mar. 25 @ Miss. State 4:00 
Mar. 28 @Ole Miss 1:00 
Mar. 31 @ Arkansas 2:00 


April2 @LSU 2:30 
April5 South Carolina 1:00 
April9 @Aubum 4:00 


April 11 Vanderbilt 12:00 
April 16- SEC Championships 
April 19 @ Auburn 

May 8 NCAA Regional 

May 10 TBA 

May 15- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ Athens, Ga. 


All times central 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. 26-29 Alabama Relays 


Mar. 30- = Miami Outdoor 
April 4 

April 9- @ Sea Ray Relays 
Aprilll = @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
April 17- Mt. Sac Relays 
April 19 @ Walnut, Calif. 
April 23-25 @ Penn Relays 
May 3 Alabama Open 
May 14- = SEC Champs, 

May 17 @ Gainesville 


June 3- NCAA Championships 
June 6 @Bulfalo, N.Y, 


Women's Track 
Date Event 
Mar. 20-21 @ Clemson Relays 
Mar, 26-29 Alabama Relays 


April + @ Georgia Invit. 
April 9- @ Sea Ray Relays 
Aprilll @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
April 17- Mt. Sac Relays 
Aprill19 =@ Walnut, Calif. 
April 24-25 @ Drake Relays 
May 3 Alabama Open 
May 13 @ Tennessee Open 
May 22- SEC Champs. 

May 24 @ Gainesville 


June 3- NCAA Championships 
June 6 @Bullalo, N.Y. 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 23-26 @ Georgia Invite 
ES Southern Miss 6 


Feb, 5- National Indoor 
Feb.8 @ Dallas 

2 UAB 7 
1 Georgia Tech 8 
Feb. 19- National Team Indoor 
Feb. 22 @ Madison, Wisc. 
Feb. 24 South Alabama 2:00 
Feb. 28 @ South Carolinal 2:00 
Mar. | @ Clemson 12:30 
Mar.6 @ Florida 3:00 
Mar.8 Kentucky 10:00 
Mar. 12 Wake Forest 1:00 
Mar, 14 @ Tennessee 11:00 
Mar. 15 @ Vanderbilt 1:00 


Mar. 21 Ole Miss 11:06 
Mar. 25 Auburn 1:00 
Mar, 29 Georgia 10;00 


Mar. 31 @ South Florida 1:00 
April2 @ Florida Inter. 2:00 


April + @ Miami 10:00 
April 8 @ Miss. State 2:30 
April 10 @ Arkansas 2:00 
April 11 LSU 10:00 


Apr. 16- SEC Championships 
Apr. 19 @ Lexinton, Ky. 

May 8- NCAA Regionals 

May 10 TBA 

May 15- NCAA Championships 
May 22 @ South Bend, Ind. 


All times central 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event Result 
Feb. 27- Florida Lady Gator 
Mar. | @ Gainesville 

Mar. 13- LSU Fairwood 

Mar. 15. @ Baton Rouge 

Mar. 24- Rainbow Invitational 
Mar, 26 @ Oahu, Hawaii 

Apr. 10-- Women’s Southern 
Apr. 12 @ Athens, Ga. 

Apr. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 19 @ Riverchase, Bham 
May 7- NCAA Regional 
May9 @ Duke 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 23 @ Madison, Wisc. 


Men's Golf 


Date —_ Event Result 
Feb. 7- Florida Invitational 
Feb.8 @ Gainesville 14 of 15 
Feb, 18- John Burns 

Feb, 20 @ Honolulu 19 of 22 
Feb. 28- Mercedes Invitational 
Mar.2 @ Jacksonville, Fla. 
Mar. 20- Spring Invitational 
Mar. 22 @ Montgomery 

Apr. 10- Billy Hitchcock 

Apr. 12 @ Auburn 

Apr. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 19 @ Athens, Ga. 

May 14- NCAA East Regional 
May 16 TBA 

May 27- NCAA Championships 
May 30 @ Albuquerque, N.M, 


29 


A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


mend! U2 EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 «=. ; 
acl Cr 


A SPECIAL WAY TO BENEFIT AND SUPPORT THE PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM 


THE NEW 1997 COLLECTION 
OF BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES! 


AMA'S GREATEST GAMES 

1997 COLLECTION will 
include three one hour tapes recreated 
and developed by The Alabama Sports 
Network (TASN) from special archival 
footage. Packaged and sold individually 
in attractive souvenir covers, these 
highly collectible video tapes include 
several games that were not seen on 
television — all games that Bama fans 
want to see. 


BAMA‘S GREATEST GAMES are hosted 
by famed Tide sportscaster-author John 
Forney, Tom Roberts and Jeff Rutledge 
of TASN. 


“IN ‘BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES’ 


fans can relive the 
memorable wins that 
are part of the Crimson 
Tide’s rich tradition. 
Having been both a player 
and a coach at the 
University of Alabama, 
I'm proud to have been associated with 
some of those great moments. And I'm 
pleased that a portion of the proceeds 
from each purchase will help support 
the Paul W. Bryant Museum.” 


Mike DuBose 


HIBBETT 


SPORTS 


“For The Real Sport” 


The games were selected on the basis 
of research by the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum with input from Alabama fans 
around the world. A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of these tapes will 
go to the museum to improve and 
enhance its vast collection of Alabama 
football memorabilia. 


Available September 1, at fine retail 
stores everywhere, the great 1997 
COLLECTION includes these games: 


BOOKS:-A:MILLION 


WE WROTE THE BOOK ON LOW PRICES 


ASN. 


©Copyright 1997, Collegiate Sports Partners, Limited and The University of Alabama. 


1979 BAMA VS. PENN STATE 
The goal line stand led Bama to a 

magnificent victory and on to Coach 
Bryant's last National Championship. 


1981 BAMA VS. AUBURN 
Legendary coach Paul “Bear” Bryant 
saw his Bama squad rack up career win 
number 314 at Penn State. Now Bryant's 
Tide squares off against arch-rival Auburn, 
working to break Amos Alonzo Stagg’s 
all time career coaching record. 


1993 BAMA VS. MIAMI 

Underdog Alabama knocked off No. 1 
Miami to win the National Championship 
34-13, in the 1993 Sugar Bowl. The win 
climaxed an undefeated season for 
coach Gene Stallings’ Tide and produced 
Bama’s first National Championship 
since 1979. 


RELIVE THE EXCITING MEMORIES OF 
THE CRIMSON TIDE’S GREATEST VICTORIES! 


Limited quantities of previous 
volumes 1 through 20, are available. 
To order, call toll free 1-800-353-BAMA. 


NMAKE THE BiG PLAY... 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside scoop On Grimson Tite Football. Not Just The Headlines. 


also get the story behin 
~ story. We profile the stars 


and the stars-to-be, coaches, 


and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Prease Seno Me One Year (24 Issues) 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for 

add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 

OC) Payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
“BAMA Magazine 


C) Mastercard PO. Box 866104 
OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


Bank Card# Exp. Date 


Signature 


f Please ee 


State___ Zip, 
Daytime Phone Number. 
If This Is A Gift, 
Gift From: (Name) 
(Address), 


(City), 


subscriptions. Alabama residents 


New Subscription Renewal 


sift idea, too! 

Make the big play & 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 


1-800-713-2261. 


